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General Checklist for SAT Essay Writers 
 


Read the Question Carefully. 
• Make sure you understand what is being asked of you by the assignment. 


• Make sure you address EVERYTHING the question asks you to address. 


• Plan to work within the allotted time frame (25 minutes). 
 


Organize Your Writing. 
• Be sure your essay on the whole has an Introduction, Body and Conclusion (a.k.a. A 


Beginning, a Middle and an End.) 


• Be sure your paragraphs have topic sentences. 
 


Use Specific Details and Examples. 
• Support the ideas in your topic sentences.  


• Use vivid language. 


• Avoid slang/Use formal, written English. 


• Do not use vocab words with which you are not familiar just to “sound impressive.” 
 


Have a Point of View. 
• The Test Graders want to see you take a clear position in your answer. 


• Do not worry about taking popular positions in your responses. You will NOT be 


evaluated on your beliefs – you will be evaluated on how well you illuminate, argue 


and logically reason for your beliefs. 
 


Make Points & Be Purposeful. 
• Don’t B.S.  


• Each paragraph should make a specific point. 
• Each sentence should make a specific point that relates to the overall point of the 


paragraph. 
 


Proofread Your Work. 
• Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Count! 
 


Be Prepared. 
• A great deal of success on the SAT happens BEFORE you take the test. 


1. Be familiar with the SAT Grading Rubric for Writing. 


2. Have practiced writing sample essay responses in the allotted amount of time to 


simulate test conditions. 
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EVERYTHING You need to know in order to earn an excellent score. 
 
Before the Test: 
The Importance of Being Prepared to Succeed. 


What Students Will Face on the Essay Writing Section of the SAT. 


The SAT Grading Rubric that will be Utilized for the Essay. 


 


Before you begin Your SAT Essay: 
Things You Need to Know BEFORE You Begin Your Essay. 


Strategy for Success: Employ the Four WELLS of the Test 


These are the elements the Test Graders are looking for in your essay. 
 


1. Well-Structured 
2. Well-Supported 
3. Well-Reasoned 
4. Well-Executed 


 


 
Special Sections: 
How To Convert A Question Prompt Into A Thesis Statement. 


How to Create an Outline: The Four Paragraph SAT Essay of Excellence. 


Addressing Multiple Perspectives on The Same Issue for a High-Scoring Essay. 


Elements of a Fantastic Conclusion. 


The Need to Use Descriptive Language. 


The Need to Use a Personal Example from Your Own life. 


The Basic Four Paragraph Formula For An Excellent Sat Essay. 


The Necessity of Having a Point of View. 


Do not B.S. 


Simple Tools to Ensure a Higher Score. 


Make a Strong Impression. 
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Illuminating Imagery - Classic 


 
Harlem: A Dream Deferred 
by Langston Hughes 


 


What happens to a dream deferred?  


 


Does it dry up 


like a raisin in the sun 


Or fester like a sore— 


And then run? 


Does it stink like rotten meat? 


Or crust and sugar over— 


Like a syrupy sweet? 


 


Maybe it just sags 


like a heavy load.  


 


Or does it explode? 







 Illuminating Imagery - Classic 
Student worksheet 


 
Imagery- The use of language to evoke a picture or a concrete sensation of a person, a thing, a 
place, or an experience. 
 
 


Identify how Hughes uses imagery for all five senses in his poem. 


 


• Sight: _____________________________________________________ 


_____________________________________________________ 


• Taste:  _____________________________________________________ 


 _____________________________________________________ 


• Touch:  _____________________________________________________ 


 _____________________________________________________ 


• Smell:   _____________________________________________________ 


 _____________________________________________________ 


• Sound:  ____________________________________________________ 


 _____________________________________________________ 


 


 


How does the sum total of all of the imagery add up to answering the question put 


forth by the speaker in line one, “What happens to a dream deferred?” 


________________________________________________________________________ 


________________________________________________________________________ 


________________________________________________________________________ 


________________________________________________________________________ 


 


 


What is the unspoken message the speaker is telling the reader about going after 


their own dreams?   


________________________________________________________________________ 


________________________________________________________________________ 


________________________________________________________________________ 


________________________________________________________________________ 







Illuminating Imagery – Hip Hop 
 


Juicy 
by Notorious B.I.G. 


 


 


It was all a dream 


       I used to read Word Up magazine 


      Salt ‘n’ Peppa and Heavy D up in the limousine 


       Hangin’ pictures on my wall 


5 Every Saturday Rap Attack, Mr. Magic, Marley Marl… 


 


       Now honeys play me close like butter plays toast 


       From the Mississippi down to the East Coast… 


       Sold out seats to hear Biggie Smalls speak 


       Livin' life without fear 


10 Puttin’ 5 karats in my baby girl’s ears 


       Lunches, brunches, interviews by the pool 


       Considered a fool ‘cause I dropped out of high school 


       Stereotypes of a black male misunderstood… 


 


       We used to fuss when the landlord dissed us 


15 No heat, wonder why Christmas missed us 


        Birthdays was the worst days 


        Now we sip champagne when we thirsty 


        Uh, damn right I like the life I live 


        Cause I went from negative to positive 


20 And it’s all good… 







Illuminating Imagery – Hip Hop 
Student Worksheet 


 


Imagery- The use of language to evoke a picture or a concrete sensation of a person, a thing, a 
place, or an experience.   
 


Line 16 claims birthdays were the worst days? Why do you think the poet felt this 


way? 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


 


What images from the verse does the poet use to evoke images of the poverty he 


endured prior to achieving Hip-Hop fame? 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


 


What images from the verse does the poet use to evoke images of the rewards of 


wealth and Hip Hop fame in the reader’s mind? 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________ 


 
 


 


Sample SAT  







Essay Assignment  


 


 


Directions: Think carefully about the issue presented in the following 


paragraph and respond to the assignment below. You will have 25 minutes. 


 


Langston Hughes is a celebrated poet who has received widespread 


acknowledgement and multiple accolades for his literary efforts. Notorious 


B.I.G., outside of the musical world of pop music and Hip-Hop, has not 


received accolades or recognition for his literary skill and ability by the 


same people who recognize Langston Hughes as one of America's premier 


wordsmiths. 


 


Assignment: Do you feel that the work of contemporary Hip-Hop poets (in 


general) gets the positive recognition it deserves? Plan and write an essay in 


which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your position 


with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, experience, 


or observations. 


 


 Essay Writing Prompt: 


  


  


Directions: Think carefully about the issue presented in the following 


paragraph and respond to the assignment below. 


  


Sometimes in life, we lose 








Reading and Literacy Statistics 
 


• 85% of all juveniles who interface with the juvenile court system possess reading 


skills which classify them as “functionally illiterate”. 


 


• By examining the literacy levels of fourth grade students and determining how 


many students read “below basic”, state departments of corrections use student 


literacy levels as “penitentiary forecasters” to allow them to project how many 


prison beds they will need over the course of the subsequent decade. 


  


• 43% of adults at Level 1 literacy skills (the lowest) live in poverty compared to 


only 4% of those at Level 5 (the highest) 


 


• 3 out of 4 food stamp recipients’ literacy skills are Level 2 or below; 90% of 


welfare recipients are high school dropouts 


 


• Teenage girls living at the poverty level with “below average” literacy skills are 


six times more likely to have out-of-wedlock children than their female teenage 


counterparts (also at the poverty level) who read “at or above basic proficiency”. 


 


• Penal institution records show that inmates have a 70% chance of returning to 


prison if they receive no literacy instruction during or immediately after 


incarceration as opposed to less than a 16% chance of returning to prison if they 


do receive the help they need to improve their reading skills. (This equates to 


taxpayer costs of $27,500 per year per inmate housed and nearly double that  --
$48,500 -- amount for juvenile offenders.) 


 


• Dropping out of high school today is to your societal health what smoking is to 


your physical health, a leading indicator of a host of many poor things to come. 


Studies prove that dropouts are far more likely to become incarcerated, endure a 


lifetime of low lifetime earnings, end up victims of violent crime, become 


addicted to illegal drugs, suffer poor physical health, and have shorter life spans 


than high school grads -- and their own children will often start the cycle anew.    


 


REMEMBER: 


• The link between low literacy skills and delinquency, violence, poverty and crime 


is overwhelming. 


• Research proves that even 15 minutes a day of independent reading can expose 


students to more than one million words of text a year. Kids MUST read. 


• Studies show that two-thirds of students who cannot read proficiently by the end 


of the 4th grade will end up in jail or on welfare. Low level readers need our 


immediate attention. 


• Literacy is a learned skill. And illiteracy is frequently passed along by parents 


who cannot read or write themselves. Breaking the cycle can be a huge challenge. 








Shakespearian Insults 


 
Column One Column Two Column Three 


artless 
bawdy 
beslubbering 
bootless 
churlish 
cockered 
clouted 
craven 
currish 
dankish 
dissembling 
droning 
errant 
fawning 
fobbing 
froward 
frothy 
gleeking 
goatish 
gorbellied 
impertinent 
infectious 
jarring 
loggerheaded 
lumpish 
mammering 
mangled 
mewling 
paunchy 
pribbling 
puking 
puny 
qualling 
rank 
reeky 
roguish 
ruttish 
saucy 
spleeny 
spongy 
surly 
tottering 
unmuzzled 
vain 
venomed 
villainous 
warped 
wayward 
weedy 
yeasty  


base-court 
bat-fowling 
beef-witted 
bettled-headed 
boil-brained 
clapper-clawed 
clay-brained 
common-kissing 
crook-pated 
dismal-dreaming 
dizzy-eyed 
doghearted 
dread-bolted 
earth-vexing 
elf-skinned 
fat-kidneyed 
fen-sucked 
flap-mouthed 
fly-bitten 
folly-fallen 
fool-born 
full-gorged 
guts-gripping 
half-faced 
gasty-witted 
hedge-born 
hell-hated 
idle-headed 
ill-breeding 
ill-nurtured 
knotty-pated 
milk-livered 
motley-minded 
onion-eyed 
plume-plucked 
pottle-deep 
pox-marked 
reeling-ripe 
rough-hewn 
rude-growing 
rump-ged 
shard-borne 
sheep-biting 
spur-galled 
swag-bellied 
tardy-gaited 
tickle-brained 
toad-spotted 
unchin-snouted 
weather-bitten  


apple-john 
baggage 
barnacle 
bladder 
boar-pig 
bugbear 
bum-bailey 
canker-blossom 
clack-dish 
clotpole 
coxcomb 
codpiece 
death-token 
dewberry 
flap-dragon 
flax-wench 
flirt-gill 
foot-licker 
fustilarian 
giglet 
gudgeon 
haggard 
harpy 
hedge-pig 
horn-beast 
hugger-mugger 
joithead 
lewdster 
lout 
maggot-pie 
malt-worm 
mammet 
measle 
minnow 
miscreant 
moldwarp 
mumble-news 
nut-hook 
pigeon-egg 
pignut 
puttock 
pumpion 
ratsbane 
scut 
skainsmate 
strumpet 
varlot 
vassal 
whey-face 
wagtail  





