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Vocabulary at the Center

A Teacher’s Guide to Durable Vocabulary Knowledge

	DO:
	DON’T:

	
	

	1. Make interdisciplinary connections
	1. Give out a list of unrelated, de-contextualized words 

	2. Talk about multiple meanings of words
	2. Have a silent word-learning class

	3. Display word walls, and have students create displays of word lists
	3. Assess everyone in the same way for the same words 

	4. Teach word forms (morphology)
	4. Detach word-learning from reading and writing

	5. Teach Latin and Greek word roots and the words that are derived from them
	5. Have students copy dictionary definitions

	6. Use both implicit and explicit vocabulary instruction
	6. Ask students to use a new vocabulary word in a sentence before they have a full understanding of the word

	7. Promote use of new vocabulary words in students’ speech and writing
	7. Reduce vocabulary assessments to a rote memory exercise

	8. Model the use of new vocabulary words in your speech and writing
	8. Forget about previously learned words

	9. Engage students in word play and word puzzles
	9. Sacrifice quality for quantity

	10. Familiarize yourself with the “A High-Incidence Academic Word List”
	10. Create a false difference between “vocabulary words” and words used for authentic communication

	11. Create etymology trees and extended word maps
	11. Spend undue amounts of time on obscure words that appear once in literature

	12. Have students read books of their own choice
	12. Assume that context clues are always present, always reliable, or they always appear in the direct proximity of the target word 

	13. Have students contribute to the class vocabulary lists
	13. Pretend that most readers stop reading and look up every unfamiliar word in the dictionary

	14. Tell stories about interesting word histories
	

	15. Insert new vocabulary words into retellings of familiar stories
	

	16. Introduce new vocabulary words by using them consciously in your speech a week before they will be encountered in literature
	

	17. Use new vocabulary words in as many forms and contexts as possible
	

	18. Set up tasks that involve “deep looking” at the various parts of a dictionary definition
	

	19. Connect vocabulary to grammar (ex: a noun can function as a verb)
	

	20. Be enthusiastic about words
	

	21. Connect meaning to spelling (find patterns of words with similar meanings that share the same spelling pattern)
	

	22. Make word-learning a sociable experience 


	

	23. Understand that word-learning is not an “all or nothing” thing; words are learned in layers of meaning
	

	24. Present the concept before the word
	

	25. Your idea: 


	


.
