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OBJECTIVES

 Content Objectives
 Identify and understand the stages and characteristics of the 

language acquisition process for English Language Learners.

 Learn how to adapt instructional strategies to each stage: 
preproduction, early production, speech emergence, and 
intermediate and advanced fluency.

 Learn how setting language objectives as well as content 
objectives help English language learners.

 Look at examples of how providing effective feedback helps 
English language learners develop vocabulary.

 Take home some specific vocabulary development strategies for 
English Language Learners.

 Language Objective
 Identify and understand key terms: language acquisition, Word-

MES, tiered questioning, language functions.



ELL DATA

 Oregon has over 138 language groups in the K-

12 public school system.

 Most ELL  are not foreign born

 Oregon has seen a growth of 716% in the ELL 

population in the past 15 years.

 The average teacher teaching  today has been 

teaching 14 or less years.  What does that say?



ELL DATA - CONTINUED

 The majority of ELL students in Oregon speak 

Spanish as a first language.

 Nation wide, the rate of Ell student Population 

growth is at least seven times faster than the rate 

of growth for the student population as a whole.

 According to the Oregon Department of Education, 

the statewide drop out rate for Hispanic students 

more than doubles that of the general population.
 Charlie Bauer- SOESD Migrant and Ell  Program



ODE GROWTH IN 2007-08

% OF CHANGE IN STUDENT POPULATIONS

1997-2008

 White  -13.4%

 African American +18.9%

 Hispanic +117.7%



OREGON PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT BY 
RACE/ETHNICITY

1997-98 TO 2007-08 WITH ACTUAL GROWTH RATES

TOTAL GROWTH RATE WAS +4.8% WHITE STUDENTS DECREASED BY -13.4%



ODE STAGES OF LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

 Beginning: Non-

English Speaker

Pre-production

Early production

 Intermediate

Speech emergence

Early fluency

 Advanced



Stage Characteristics
Approximate

Time Frame Teacher Prompts

Preproduction

ODE - Beginning

The student:

Has minimal 

comprehension

Does not verbalize

bƻŘǎ άȅŜǎέ ŀƴŘ άƴƻέ

Draws and points

0-6 months Show me . . .

Circle the . . .

Who has . . .

Early Production

ODE - Early Intermediate

The student:

Has limited 

comprehension

Produces one- or two-

word responses

6 months ð1 year

Speech Emergence

ODE - Intermediate

The student:

Has limited 

comprehension

Produces one- or two-

word responses

Participates using key 

words and familiar 

phrases

Uses present-tense 

verbs

1-3 years

Intermediate Oral Language 

Fluency

ODE - Early Advanced

The student:

Has excellent 

comprehension

Makes few grammatical 

errors

3-5 years



LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

 Conversational vs. Academic
English

 Zone of Proximal Development

Scaffolding and support

 Language Acquisition

 i + 1

Actual level plus one level equals potential 
level of language development

Krashen and Terrell, 1983



OREGON ANNUAL MEASURABLE 

ACHIEVEMENT OBJECTIVES

 2007-2009ð35% of LEP students will move 

one proficiency level higher

 2009-2012 ð65%  of LEP students will move 

one proficiency level higher

 2012-2015 ð95% of LEP students will move 

one proficiency level higher



TIERED QUESTIONING

 The Lesson

 Content Objective ðto help students learn the 

basics of summarization

 Language Objective ðto be able to retell the story 

using sequential transitions such as first, next, 

then, finally.

 Questioning Strategy ðthe teacher can help the ELLs 

acquire a better understanding of summarizing by 

using tiered questions in different ways depending on 

the stage of the student



TIERED QUESTIONING: PREPRODUCTION

What teacher prompts could you use here?



TIERED QõS: EARLY PRODUCTION

Yes and No Questions



TIERED QõS: EARLY PRODUCTION

Explain why and how.



SENTENCE/PARAGRAPH FRAMES

 Narrative:

In this story  (Characters and setting) are ____.  The 
problem is____. So, ______. First, ______. Then, 
_______. But, ______. It got solved when______. In the 
end__________.

 Expository:

This article (book, piece) is all about_______. I learned 
that_____. Although I already knew______, I didnõt know 
that____. I was very surprised to learn ____. Another 
fact I learned was_________________.

However, the most interesting thing I learned was_____.

Baren/Dunton 2003



TIERED QõS: INTERMEDIATE  ORAL LANGUAGE FLUENCY

What would happen if . . . ?

Why do you think  . . .?



TIERED QõS: ADVANCED ORAL LANGUAGE FLUENCY

 Students can retell the story including the main 

plot elements and leaving out the insignificant 

details.

 Where do we go from here?



ADVANCED ORAL LANGUAGE FLUENCY

The pig watched his two 
friends run into the 
surf with boards made 
of straw and sticks. 
Later however, his 
smug sense of security 
- along with his board 
of bricks - vanished in 
about 40 feet of 
water.ó

Rick Bonomo, PA



QUICKWRITE

Please take 2 minutes to answer this 

question on the back of your handout.

How would you apply Three Tiered 

Questioning  in your classroom?



VOCABULARY AND ELL LEARNERS

 Challenges:

Children may not have any adults who speak 

English in their environment.

Parents or adults may not read to them in 

English or their first language.

Parents or adults may not have time to speak 

with and read to them.

They may not have books in either their first or 

second language.



AS A RESULTé..

é.. they do not know the 5,000-7,000 

words that their English- speaking peers 

know before they begin formal reading 

instruction in school, and they do not have 

the intuitive sense of English grammar 

that their peers have.

 Whatõs Different About Teaching Reading to Students 

Learning English?- 2007 Center for Applied Linguistics



WORD MES

1. The Word-MES Strategy

2. Work on word selection with Preproduction 

students.

3. Model for Early Production students.

4. Expand what Speech Emergence students 

have said or written.

5. Help Intermediate and Advanced Fluency 

students òsound like a book.ó



WORD MES: PREPRODUCTION

 What words would students need to learn 

before reading The Three little Pigs?

Wolf, pig, house, straw, bricks, chin, blow

 How might you teach these words?

Pictures

First language - Casa

Realia - Bring in straw and bricks

Demonstration ðchin, blow



WORD MES: EARLY PRODUCTION

òWolf blowedó

How would you correct?

òYes, the wolf blew and blew.óó

Modeling



WORD MES: SPEECH EMERGENCE 

òHe blew the house down.ó

òYes, he blew the straw house down.ó

Expanding



WORD-MES: INTERMEDIATE AND ADVANCED 

ORAL LANGUAGE FLUENCY

The Three 
Little Pigs

Sound Like A Book



VOCABULARY RESEARCH

Four Principles to Guide Effective Instruction:

1. Students must encounter in context more than 
once to learn them.

2. Instruction in new words enhances learning those 
words in context.

3. One of the best ways to learn a new word is to 
associate an image with it.

4. Directly teach students words that are critical to 
their understanding of new context.

Marzano 2001



VOCABULARY STRATEGIES

 Word Sort -
http://www.eduplace.com/rdg/hmsv/8/letterwordcards/p004-5.pdf

 Word Splash ð
http://www.turningpts.org/pdf/Word_splash2.doc.

 Frayer Model ð
http://www.longwood.edu/staff/jonescd/projects/educ530/aboxley/pdffiles/

2.pdf

 Concept Map
http://www.graphic.org/concept.html

 Word Walls
http://www.teachingfirst.net/wordwallact.htm

word sort.pdf
http://www.eduplace.com/rdg/hmsv/8/letterwordcards/p004-5.pdf
http://www.eduplace.com/rdg/hmsv/8/letterwordcards/p004-5.pdf
http://www.eduplace.com/rdg/hmsv/8/letterwordcards/p004-5.pdf
file:\\10.45.200.180\data\Staff\julie_rossi\My Documents\Literacy\ORA\Word Splash.doc
http://www.turningpts.org/pdf/Word_splash2.doc
http://www.longwood.edu/staff/jonescd/projects/educ530/aboxley/pdffiles/2.pdf
http://www.longwood.edu/staff/jonescd/projects/educ530/aboxley/pdffiles/2.pdf
http://www.graphic.org/concept.html
http://www.graphic.org/concept.html
http://www.graphic.org/concept.html
http://www.graphic.org/concept.html
http://www.graphic.org/concept.html


VOCABULARY RESOURCES

 Academic Word List ð
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/staff/Averil-Coxhead/awl/frequent.html

 Colorín Colorado
http://www.colorincolorado.org/

 Santa-Maria Bonita School District

 Reading, Vocabulary, English Language Learner
http://www.smbsd.org/page.cfm?p=35

 Center for Applied Linguistics
http://www.cal.org/

 Systematic Vocabulary Instruction
http://www.mcrel.org/topics/products/340/

Closure

http://www.graphic.org/concept.html
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/staff/Averil-Coxhead/awl/frequent.html
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/staff/Averil-Coxhead/awl/frequent.html
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/staff/Averil-Coxhead/awl/frequent.html
http://www.colorincolorado.org/
http://www.smbsd.org/page.cfm?p=35
http://www.cal.org/
systematic_vocabulary_instruction (2).pdf
http://www.mcrel.org/topics/products/340/


Concept Definition :

Hexagon

The Word

What are some examples?

What is it? 

Mathematical Shape

Closed

Pentagon
Rhombus

Plane figure

Straight Sides

Two 

dimensional

Made of line 

segments

Polygon

Concept Definition Mapping

Strategies



Definition

Polygon
A mathematical 

shape that is closed 
plane figure bounded 
by 3 or more line 
segments 

Characteristics
Closed
Plane figure
More than 2 
straight sides
2-Dimensional
Made of line 
segments

Examples

Pentagon
Hexagon
Square
Trapezoid
Rhombus

Non- examples

Circle
Cone
Arrow 
Cylinder

Frayer Model

Polygon

Strategies



CLOSURE

 Place Your Bets

 Answers:

1. False - 138

2. True

3. True

4. False ðit helps all levels

5. True

6. False ðit stands for òExpandó

Place Your Bets.doc


THANK YOU

What this country needs is more 
people to inspire others with 
confidence, and fewer people to 
discourage any initiative in the 
right direction; more to get into the 
thick of things, and fewer to sit on 
the sidelines, merely finding fault; 
more to point out what's right with 
the world, and fewer to keep 
harping on to what's wrong with it 
and more who are interested in 
lighting candles, and fewer who 
blow them out.                                                     
-Father James Keller

Julie Rossi

julie_rossi@soesd.k12.or.us

Rea Snyder

rea_snyder@soesd.k12.or.us

http://www.quoteland.com/author.asp?AUTHOR_ID=2029
mailto:julie_rossi@soesd.k12.or.us
mailto:rea_snyder@soesd.k12.or.us

