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WHY START YOUNG:

· Enhance the development of positive attitudes toward cultural groups

· Respect the  diversity of the classroom communities without singling out individual children

· Encourage children to value the needs, hopes, and dreams of other people

· Facilitate conversations within the classroom about living in a diverse society

WHY USE MULTICULTURAL CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

· This practice has become a common and accepted method of addressing standards and curriculum 

· Children learn to consider, recognize, and address social and emotional concerns through the characters in the books (bibliotherapy)

· Focus on a variety of multicultural topics that nurture appreciation and respect for differences  and similarities 

· Recognize the contributions of cultural groups while validating their own cultural identity

· Introduce positive role models who are a source of cultural pride and help to 

reduce misunderstandings and stereotypes

· Literature offers simple language and plots appropriate for young children which contain some aspects of the culture such as: language, food, clothing, writing, traditions.

 HOW TO USE BOOK BONDING TO CREATE TRANSACTIONS

· Use of read alouds using books that reflect various cultures and which are appropriate in language and theme for young children.

· Children  increase comprehension by responding  and extending the conversation about what they have heard 

· Make connections between their own experiences and the story (Text to Self)

· Children realize that differences should be recognized and celebrated.

· Children learn that they share similar feelings and thoughts with other children different from them (Book Bonding).

· Children can experience the lives, feeling and challenges of the characters

· Children take on the roles of the characters from the book

· Picture books allow children to see the characters and their lives allowing for easy bonding

· Children can live vicariously in another culture

· Children recognize that other children also experience happiness, sadness, hope, and fear


	Suggested Books
	Author
	Culture
	Book Bonding Topics

	The Ugly Vegetables  
	 Grace Lin
	Chinese
	Planting gardens, special foods, sharing, neighborhood gatherings.

	Family 
	  Isabell Monk


	African American
	Family gatherings, special family recipes

	The Name Jar
	  Yangsook Choi


	Korean
	First day of school, unique names, 



	Taxi! Taxi! 
	  Cari Best


	Hispanic
	Family structures



	The Birthday Swap 


	Loretta Lopez
	Hispanic
	Birthday celebrations, family celebrations



	My Name Is Yoon
	Helen Recorvits
	Korean
	New student, beginning of the school year, learning names



	Grandfather Counts  
	Andrea Cheng


	 Chinese


	Extended family members, learning from grandparents




Suggested Books�
Author�
Culture�
Book Bonding Topics


�
�
Elizabeti’s Doll �
Stephanie Stuve-Bodeen


�
Tanzanian�
Make believe, playing with dolls or toys, younger siblings, sympathy, family members helping each other, household chores�
�
I Love My Hair �
Natasha Anatasia Tarpley�
African American�
Different textures of hair, different ways to style hair, and mother/daughter time


�
�
Luka’s Quilt �
 Georgia Guback


�
Hawaiian�
Traditions families have, spending time with grandparents, living with extended family members, working through problems, quilt making


�
�
Jingle Dancer �
 Cynthia Leitich Smith


�
Native American�
Learning how to dance, family members helping each other, passing items down from generation to generation


�
�
For You Are a Kenyan Child 


�
 Kelly Cunnane�
Kenyan�
Chores and responsibilities, family members helping each other, people in the community, family unit.


�
�
Hairs Pelitos �
by Sandra Cisneros


�
African American�
Hair types, differences in hair in their own family, family members


�
�
Mama Panya’s Pancakes �
Mary and Rich Chamberlin


�
Kenyan�
Community, buying food at the market, types of food, having a party with family and friends


�
�
In The Snow �
 Huy Voun Lee�
Chinese�
Learning how to write/communicate, spending time with family members, playing in the snow


�
�
Cleversticks �
  Bernard Ashley�
Chinese�
Starting school, sharing special talents


�
�
Pablo’s Tree �
Pat Mora�
Hispanic�
Family units, adoption, special traditions on birthdays, visiting relatives.


�
�
 








