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Change Is In the Air

by Ann Marineau, Professional Development Chair

Professional development requirements across the
United States are changing. Words such as on-going, collabo-
rative, professional learning cadres, team building and
Common Core State Standards float in the air.

The Oregon Reading Association is making changes to
better meet the needs of today’s educators. Rather than offer
one large state conference (typically in February), a Summer
and Winter Institute are being offered. Attendees will get a
deep look into literacy topics, as well as an opportunity to
stretch their professional development year-round.

On August 18th at the Summer Institute, Lori Jamison
Rog and Mary Palmer-Nowland presented to a packed room
about the importance of a balanced writing program that is
driven by the needs of the students. See page 14 for a recap.

On February 10-11th, ORA will hold a two-day Winter
Institute. On Friday, attendees will choose one of the fol-
lowing for a full day, in-depth workshop.

Dr. Katie Wood Ray (Grades K-5) We will explore
the myriad ways reading is essential to the
teaching of writing. Reading helps writers
develop vision for the form and genre of
the writing they are going to do. Reading
aloud gives beginning writers access to
more sophisticated texts than they can
read on their own. Reading aloud helps
writers develop an ear for the sound of
good writing, which is so critical to revi-
sion. Reading is critical to learning to manage
Dr: Katie Wood Ray the expected length of a text. Reading
helps writers develop a sense of craft in
writing, and direct access to mentors.

Kylene Beers and Bob Probst (grades 6-12) This
is the time to think boldly
about adolescent literacy.
So much of what we
know about adoles-
cents and their learn-
ing has changed in the
past decade. We must
assess which of our cur-
rent practices meets the

challenges of today

Kylene Beers Bob Probst

and move forward to investigate new methods that will best
create a vision of how to teach adolescents.This vision,
directed into effective classroom practices, has never been
more urgent.

On the second day, Saturday, February 11th , Keynote
speaker Penny Plavala , from Multnomah ESD, will begin
the day with an overview of the Common Core State
Standards and how the standards will affect decisions you
make in the coming year.

Small group sessions will fill out the day as educators
from across the Northwest share how they apply instruc-
tional strategies in classrooms. Included are:

Robert Young, author of Nonfiction Reading and
Writing Toolbox, will share strategies effectively practiced in
his own classroom.

Mindy Larson, Linfield College,and Donna Kalmbach
Phillips , Pacific University, plan to address the outcomes of
a writing study performed at a high poverty, high ELL popu-
lation school.

Barbara Swanson Sanders, book connoisseur, will
highlight the newest outstanding books of 2011 and 2012.

Mary Palmer Nowland , educator from Eagle Point, pre-
sented at the Summer Writing Institute in August and is
returning to do a follow-up presentation.

Mary Fields , EOU, is a master at weaving science

instruction with language arts. Her ideas are practical and
adaptable for many grades.

Sue Lenski, PSU, will look at what RTI (Response to
Intervention) means for content area teachers (grades 4-12).
Betty Shoemaker will explore how to read like a
writer in order to notice another craft and improve writing.
Mark your calendars for two days full of high-quality
professional development. Check this website for registra-

tion information:

www.oregonread.org <
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Letters About Literature
[ J o o [ J o o
............. 1 Letters About Literature is an annual proj-
ect designed to promote literacy and inspire life-
long readers.To enter the contest, readers write a
""""""""" 3 personal letter to an author, living or dead,
4 through 7 explaining how that author's work changed the
......... 7&8 student's way of thinking about the world or
9 themselves.
.......... 10 There are three competition levels: Level I for
........ 11 children in grades 4 through 6; Level II for grades
12 7 and 8, and Level III for grades 9 through 12.
......... 12 Four years ago one of the six national winners
13 was from Cal Young Middle School in Eugene!
"""""""" From the national sponsors, Target and the Library
............ 14 . : .
of Congress, our national winner received a $500
----------- 14 Target GiftCard, and his school library received a
.......... 15 $10,000 donation in his name.
------- 16 Letters About Literature benefits over 100
.17 & 18 Oregon students a year, and is an exciting program
18 worthy of participation!
...... 19 The deadline for submission is January 0,
.20 2012.To find out how you and your students can
21 become involved, visit
""" 22 www.lettersaboutliterature.org
"""" 22 This program is co-sponsored by ORA. <>
Clip & Save
i, ~
/' 2011-2012 OREGON READING ASSOCIATION
Executive Board
President . . ... ........ April Hoy | Membership Director. . . . Dennis Hickey
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November, 2011

Another summer has faded. .. a new school year begins. In
my career I have seen 24 summers fade away and I always have
the same feeling at the end of summer, it’s time to get back to
what I love, teaching. I hope your summer has allowed you time
to slow down and enjoy life or cart your children all over town
and the state.

Were you able to join ORA for our summer writing institute in
Eugene? Lori Jamison Rog and Mary Palmer Nowland were out-
standing. It is a gift to learn from such knowledgeable writers. They
have passion for the craft of writing and the education of children.
I found mid-August to be perfect timing. It focused me on my writ-
ing and reading instruction and put me in the back-to-school mode.

I will be making some changes to my writer’s workshop this year April Hoy
based on the information and teaching ideas provided by these two ORA Presdent, 2011-2012

amazing presenters.

ORA is making some changes this year to better serve our members. Our professional develop-
ment will take place over the course of the school year and focus on the writing and reading connec-
tion.Along with our summer institute we will be offering a winter institute in Portland on February
10th and 11th. Our February format will be different from previous years. Friday will have two
separate presentations that will each last all day. Dr. Katie Wood Ray will work with grades K-5 and
Kylene Beers and Bob Probst will work with grades 6-12. Saturday will start off with a presentation
of the new Common Core State Standards and then break off into small group sessions presented by
Northwest teachers. We will be focusing on teamwork, but everyone is welcome. Click here for a flyer
about the Winter Institute. For more information about small group sessions on Saturday, click here.

I would like to thank you for being an ORA member. I believe it is very important to be involved
in professional organizations and promote ourselves as knowledgeable practitioners. Since these days
important education decisions are being made by non-educators, we need to voice our expertise and
insist that our voices be heard. A professional organization is a great place to start. Please consider
bringing a friend to your next local council meeting. I would like to say, “the more the merrier” but
perhaps, “the more the powerful” would be more accurate. <»

Happy Teaching,

Oponit

April Hoy

April Hoy is a second grade teacher who has enjoyed a 25-year career in Coos Bay. 1o bet-
ter serve ber students, she is a strong believer in professional development and best practices.
April is bonored to serve as your ORA President this year. She is proud to be part of an organ-
ization that exists to offer educators opportunities to hone their teaching skills, which in turn
improves education for children.
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e CAPITAL READING COUNCIL
Reflecting on a Great Spring

Capital Reading Council finished last school year with
a bang hosting literacy activities for teachers and chil-
dren. Our last two professional conversations focused on
English Language Learners and Making Sense of Primary
Assessment. Our annual writing festival in cooperation
with Salem-Keizer School district, brought hundreds
together to hear guest author Tom Birdseye and read writ-
ing displayed by eager young authors. Every participating
child (one student from each grade level per school)
walked across the stage and received a book from Mr.
Birdseye, along with much applause.Talk about writing
for a real audience! It was truly a night to remember.

=¥ | L | W (LR 4%

Capital Reading Council’s board planning session in July.

Our board met in July and planned a variety of terrif-
ic events for this year, including another series of
Professional Conversations and a fabulous October
Inservice Day conference all about the Gallagher Book
Award Nominees. We spent a half-day together learning
about the books and a multitude of ways to use them to
teach reading, writing AND ‘rithmetic!

We’re also trying to become more tech savvy.You can
see our page and like us on Facebook at
facebook.com/pages/Capital-Reading-Council
or join our Google Group at
groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/capitalreadingcouncil

We hope to see you at one of our events this year.
You are always welcome! <>
Submitted by Deborab White

o EMERALD EMPIRE READING COUNCIL

In 2005, shortly after retiring as a Title I teacher in
Springfield, EERC board member Gayla Clark decided to
continue working with parents in poverty to advocate for
the importance of reading with their children. She want-
ed to meet with parents of preschoolers, so she contacted
Headstart and similar organizations. They welcomed her
to their meetings where she gathered the children and
demonstrated how to engage them in a read-aloud. After
the story, the preschoolers and their siblings each chose a
book or two and went to another activity while Gayla

talked to the parents about ways to read with their children
and how important it is for school success.

Since then Gayla and

her committee of faithful
*  Emerald volunteers have
- gathered books (both gen-
tly used and Council pur-
chased) from many
sources. Another Emerald
member was instrumental

Gayla engages two avid listeners.
in setting up a partner-
ship with the local
Kiwanis Club, which
has supplied hundreds
of books so that the
committee can now
provide four or five for
each child.

In 2009 Gayla took
some of her grandkids
to a nearby Springfield

0 g 3, Pl
AT, % T

Gayla shows off a trunkload of books
donated by Kiwanis members.

‘ park that participates in
the lunch in the parks
—‘\ program. Looking around,

she realized that here
was another opportunity
to get books into the
hands of children—older
children. She immediately
N contacted the parks

One of the many youngsters who  department and, again,
enjoyed reading and playing at was welcomed with open
the park. arms. She and her com-
mittee have just completed a second successful summer vis-
iting Springfield parks and giving out treats—books!

Inspired by the success of Gayla’s “books in the parks”
program, Emerald board member Lynn Woodworth decided
to start a similar program in Florence.To learn how she
organized her program and how it went this summer, read
“Kids, Warm Food, Cool Free Books” on page 16. <»

Submitted by Karen Antikajian

e MID-VALLEY READING COUNCIL

This past August 25th, Mid-Valley teachers joined togeth-
er at Grassroots Bookstore of Corvallis to kick off another
much-anticipated year of literacy. Students and families may
have been shopping for school supplies and enjoying more
summer sunshine activities, but educators took the after-
noon to come together and hear about the latest in chil-
dren’s literature from Tiffany Jordan, Children’s Book Buyer
for Grassroots.

While enjoying refreshing snacks, catching up on sum-
mer activities, and meeting new colleagues, teachers learned

(continued on next page)
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MID-VALLEY READING COUNCIL (continued from previous page)

about new picture books with appeal and application for
kindergarten through middle school students. We were
transported to the story-times of our youth as Tiffany read
aloud to us from literature that showed us what desk sup-
plies do at night, how the crimes of Nursery Rhymes are
solved, and how favorite clothing is recycled. Stephanie
Higgins and Diantha Mollahan shared classroom activities
for the following books: The Little Red Pen by Janet
Stevens and Susan Steven Crummel, Defective Blue by
Steve Metzger and Tedd Arnold, Not Inside This House! By
Kevin Lewis and David Ercolini, and Bailey by Harry Bliss.

My personal favorite was If Rocks Could Sing: A Dis-
covered Alphabet by Leslie McGuirk.The author collected
alphabet shaped rocks along the shore of Florida for ten
years before acquiring all that she needed to create the
photographs that illustrate this delightful ABC book.“K”
was the last letter to be found.To check out more about
this book and author, visit www.ifrockscouldsing.com.

Most importantly, we lovers of children’s literature left
Grassroots Bookstore energized with a new list of books
we know our students will love and we are ready to share
our passion for literacy with our students’ families and our

fellow tcachers. <~ Submitted by Cheryl Grabam

e MOUNTAIN VALLEYS READING COUNCIL

Mountain Valleys Reading Council enjoyed a busy
spring distributing free books at the local food bank every
Saturday.The Friends of the Union County Public Library
have donated books for adult giveaways at the food banks
as well. The "Teachers as Readers" grant was organized
and awarded to Island City School classroom teachers.
Three Patricia Gallagher book sets are ready to be donat-
ed in memory of two colleagues, Ken Smith and Vern
Farrow, to the Public Library of La Grande. One will be
used as a loaner set while the other will be given to a
local school.

Plans for the fall workshop titled "Teaching About the
Holocaust" unfortunately had to be cancelled. This event is
offered at various times in the Portland area by the Oregon
Holocaust Resource Center.They may be contacted at
www.ohrconline.org for information about future offerings. <»

Submitted by Sharon Porter
e PORTLAND READING COUNCIL

The Portland Reading Council ended the summer on a
high note with Kimberly Skach presenting “Boy Readers/
Boy Writers: Using Brain Research to Boost Student
Success.” Ms. Skach shared fascinating research about
boys’ brains while providing practical strategies for sup-
porting the boys in our classrooms.Attendees found the
workshop very worthwhile and appreciated the enlighten-
ing discussions and abundant humor in the presentation.
Along with admission to the workshop, many attendees—

some from as
far away as
Central
Oregon—Ileft
with free
books as door b

prizes. <&

Submitted by
Becky Bard

* ROGUE
VALLEY
READING
CounciL

RVRC Literacy Dinner a Success

A

-

Attendees at the Skach workshop

Rogue Valley Reading Council members and local educa-
tors were treated to an inspiring book talk by Portland author
Loretta Stinson at the May Literacy Dinner held at the Red

e Lion in Medford. Stinson
talked about her book
Little Green, a partly auto-
biographical novel about
growing up homeless in
Oregon in the 1970’s.

Loretta Stinson is the

| recipient of a 2008 Oregon
| Literary Arts Fellowship in
Fiction. In 2007, she was a
winner of the national
Doug Fir Fiction prize. Her
stories have appeared in the
Bear Deluxe and Ooligan Press’ online literary magazine. She
is currently working on her second novel.

Rea Snyder accepts an award
Jor promoting literacy.

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

B Also honored at the
event were two local
educators, Rea Snyder
and Fran Mauer. They
were recognized by their
peers for promoting liter-
acy in our community.

Rea was honored for
her work as a literacy spe-
cialist and mentor at the
Southern Oregon Edu-
cation Service District.
Fran was praised for her work with students and teachers in
the Eagle Point School district. Both are passionate about litera-
cy and teaching.

Mary Palmer-Nowland presents
the literacy award to Fran Mauer:

The event drew teachers from elementary and secondary
schools, and instructors and students from Rogue Community
College.The dinner is hosted each year by the Rogue Valley
Reading Council. It is a chance for educators to get togeth-
er and celebrate literacy. <

Submitted by Tonya Noon-Toledo

e SUNSET READING COUNCIL
... Gives Away 1400 Books

“Isn’t there something better than throwing candy to
kids at a parade?” Jan Johnson, member of Clatsop County’s
Sunset Reading
Council asked.

The answer
was, “Yes, of
course! Books!”

Twenty volun-
teers dressed as
storybook charac-
| ters gave away
. over 1400 books
. to kids watching
the Astoria
Regatta Parade on
August 13 and the
Knappa Days
Parade August 20.This is the third year they’ve done this
and would like to thank Senator Betsy Johnson for donat-
ing $500 a year to purchase books. <>

Submitted by Jan Jobnson

¢ THREE SISTERS READING COUNCIL

Handing out books along the parade
route.

Three Sisters Reading Council initiated a new profes-
sional TAR group this year. A small group of teachers read
Readacide by Kelly Gallagher for a summertime reading dis-
cussion. We met at a local outside eatery to hash out our
thoughts on the main tenets of Gallgher's book. Although

the title and the first part of the book sound dire, there are
actually many positive suggestions for the teaching of read-
ing. Mr. Gallagher has invented a new word for Merriam-
Webster's Collegiate dictionary: “readacide, réd ‘i-sid, n: the
systematic killing of the love of reading, often exacerbated
by the inane, mind-numbing practices found in school.”
Basically, Gallagher says that schools are limiting the number
of authentic reading experiences in schools and this needs
to change. Fortunately, we found many new and exciting
ideas to facilitate this revival. Some of the ideas the group
liked included 50/50 reading—that is 50% recreational, 50%
academic reading—topic floods to increase students' prior
knowledge, book floods, reading classics as imaginative
rehearsals for life, and reading “stupid books”, as defined by
Jon Scieszka, who insists reluctant readers need high interest
materials that may include graphic novels, comic books,
magazines, online and audio books.All participants thought
this book was an exceptional, albeit quick, read that will
enhance reading instruction in the classroom. I think every-
one would recommend it to all classroom teachers, especial-
ly middle and high school level teachers in all content areas.
A shout out to Penny from Portland Reading Council for rec-
ommending this book.

The council celebrated International Literacy Day,
September 8th, by kicking off our annual bookmark con-
test.The theme is “Read to Succeed” and categories for con-
testants include primary, intermediate, middle school, high
school and adult. Winners will receive a gift certificate to a
local book store and winning bookmarks will be posted on
ORA's website. Last year’s entries were at an all time high
and we are hoping for another great turnout. Check the
ORA website under Three Sisters Reading Council for
details, fliers and bookmark template. We welcome entries
from all schools and all teachers, whether you are a mem-
ber or not. Help celebrate literacy with your students and
Three Sisters Reading Council! <>

Submitted by Mary Hawes

e UMPQUA READING COUNCIL

Umpqua
Reading
Council is off
to a great
start with our
two co-presi-
dents, Sandra
Wright and
Katrina Scott,
at the helm.
They are defi-
nitely ener-
gizing our
From left, Sandra Wright, IRA Professional Dev-  council with
elopment Associate Sarab Womble, Katrina Scott. oyur new

(continued on next page)
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This time last year I was really excited about a new
book by Tom Angleberger, The Strange Case of Origami
Yoda. To my delight, I opened a recent package and it held
Tom Angleberger’s next installment, Darth Paper Strikes
Back. Although I will confess that I have not finished it,I am
excited to read it and am confident that it will be as much
fun as its predecessor. Once finished, there are directions to
fold Darth Paper to go with the Origami Yoda.These books
are great fun and actually make me laugh out loud. Middle
school boys will especially enjoy the humor in this book
(hopefully they won’t employ all of the antics!).

There is a plethora of new books out about school,
which considering the time of year shouldn’t be all that sur-
prising. Peanut Butter and Homework Sandwiches by Lisa
Broadie Cook, published by Putnam gives new meaning to
“the dog ate my homework.” Martin McGregor loves his
teacher, Mr. Elliott. Mr. Elliott has a pet tarantula that he is
going to bring to school. Unfortunately, when Martin gets to
school there is a substitute, Mrs. Payne who loves to give
homework—mountains of it! Every night, Martin dutifully
completes his homework, and every day something happens
to it necessitating his stay in from recess to pay penance.
Toward the end of the week, Dad has a great idea for Martin
after his homework is complete. Once Mr. Elliott returns, it
Qeems that Martin may have the homework issue in hand. It

is really a fun read and the illustrations by Jack E. Davis are
perfect.This is a book that needs to be shared early in the
school year!

Laura Ljungkvist has previously written three “Follow
the Line” books, Follow the Line, Follow the Line Through
the House and Follow the Line Around the World. This year
it is Follow the Line to School. All four books are published
by Viking. In some ways, these books are similar to the Eye
Spy series.The directions tell the reader to follow the line
through the school. While on this journey, the line travels
through many different rooms (and types of rooms) in the
school and asks the reader to find objects and to draw con-
clusions based on clues in the pictures. I would love to see
these made into big books, but they would also be fun to
share with a class using a document camera so that all could
see. While I don’t really care for the Eye Spy series, I have
loved this one. Real reading is involved and there are ques-
tions to be answered. During a Daily 5 time, these would be
great to use at a “read with someone” station.

If you have not yet met Pete the Cat, I highly recom-
mend an introduction! Folks who know me also know that I
am not a cat person, but I LOVE these books! The stories are
great for rhyming and are just plain fun! In the first one, Pete

(continued on next page) J
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(continued from previous page)

website. If you Google Umpqua Reading Council, it pops
right up. Katrina created it as a word press website and it
has all of our events listed, can be updated, invites com-
ments, and gives all of the information to join the ORA and
IRA. We had five board members attend the ORA
Leadership Workshop in Albany and we had a meeting late
in August to plan events, professional development, and to
get our ducks in a row.This year, Kay Ochs, one of our new
board members, is contacting some fun venues to schedule
meetings where we can have food and drink to accompany
our activities in a relaxing setting with colleagues.

Our Kick-off meeting was held on October 3, 2011.
We met at Round Table Pizza by the Garden Valley Mall.
We held a drawing for several memberships, handed out
our first TAR book to TAR members, gave lots of reasons
to join ORA, and ate pizza!

We have many exciting events planned for the com-
ing school year. Check out our ORA web page for dates
and details. <&

Submitted by Gail Jackson-Francis

e VINEYARD VALLEYS READING COUNCIL
...Makes an Appearance at Juliette’s House

Juliette’s House, located in McMinnville, is a shelter for
abused children who are being assessed. Every year they have
an annual community event for abuse awareness. There are
games, finger printing, “How to Stand Up To Bullies” skits, mar-
tial arts defense classes and a “Purple Hand Pledge” station,
among other activities.

Vineyard Valleys Reading Council made a first appear-
ance at this event. Caralee Johnston, Mindy Larson, and I all
volunteered to read aloud Patricia Gallagher Books to chil-
dren and their parents, showing ways to involve their chil-
dren in discussion. We also had a bookmark-making station
where children got to decorate the bookmarks and view
reading tips on the back. It was a great success. We got chil-
dren voting on favorite books and creating bookmarks to
take home.

We plan to participate again this coming year. Newberg
has a similar place and plans on having VVRC volunteer at
their event as well. The next event in McMinnville will be the
first Saturday in April. <

Submitted by Heidi Reinker
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(continued from previous page)

the Cat: I Love My White Shoes by Eric Litwin, published
by Harper Collins, Pete, a navy blue cat loves his new white
shoes. He manages to maintain a very positive outlook as
the new white shoes become different colors as he walks
through a number of ‘obstacles.’ Litwin’s other Pete book is
Pete the Cat: Rocking in my School Shoes. This time, Pete
discovers the library, the lunchroom, the playground, and
lots of other cool places at school. No matter where he
goes, Pete never stops moving, and grooving and singing,
maintaining his positive attitude, because it is all good!
These would be great to start a year with!

Maintaining my back to school theme for those readers
who do gingerbread man activities in December;,
The Gingerbread Man Loose in the School by
Laura Murray, published by Putnam may add a
new dimension to your study.The book, written
in rhyme, begins at the very beginning;“I

rhyme characters. Might also be a way to introduce these
beloved nursery rhymes to children who have not had
exposure to them.The illustrations by Tedd Arnold go
absolutely perfectly with the story.You would think that a
boy with the name of Livingstone Columbus Magellan
Crouse would love to explore, and that he does. In Not
Inside This House by Kevin Lewis, published by Orchard
Books, Livingstone Columbus Magellan Crouse is bored by
all of the so-called “normal” things that kids like. Instead, he
likes to bring home specimens from his ‘travels. First
Livingstone brings home a bug, then a mouse, then a pig,
and on and on.The specimens just keep getting bigger,
much to the dismay of his mother. Finally the story comes
full circle and his mom decides that perhaps bringing a bug
into the house is not so bad.The repeated chant in
this book would make it great for a class participation
read-aloud with tons of fun discussion.

I also had time to read some ‘grown-up’ books
this summer (Oh, how I love summer!) I am

began in a bowl,” from the perspective of the {

4 intrigued by classroom engagement and read a cou-

Gingerbread Man. In this rendition, once the

Gingerbread Man is baked and out of the

ple of books by Philip Schlechty, Working on the

Work and Engaging Students. Based on the premise

oven, the children go to recess and he thinks
he has been left behind. Wanting to be a part
of the class, the Gingerbread Man runs through-
out the school, looking for the children who
left him behind. He continues to sing; “I'll skip
and T'll skip, as fast as I can. I can catch them,I'm
their Gingerbread Man!” In the meantime, the
children have put up missing posters trying to
find their Gingerbread Man.The book includes
a poster with activities, the best of which is a

that if students are engaged, they learn more and better,
both have some very interesting thoughts on what we
as educators can do to make work more engaging for
our students. Bob Marzano has added The Highly
Engaged Classroom to the mix as well. All three are
proving thought-provoking in ways that I hope will
improve both instruction and student learning. If you
are involved in leadership in any capacity, I would
highly recommend The Five Dysfunctions of a Team

)]

by Patrick Lencioni. It will serve to give you new

recipe to make a Gingerbread Man.

Even our beloved Skippyjon Jones has got-
ten into the back to school act with Skippyjon
Jones Class Action by Judy Schachner. In this
story, Skippyjon wants to go to school, but Mama

insights about how teams function and how you might
work to identify areas in your teams that may need
some ‘work!

Hopefully there will still be time to explore

tells him school is only for dogs. In his own

| — 1 both the fun books as well as the professional ones
here. They all have something special to offer. <»

Skippyjon way, our brave Siamese enters the

school bus (through his closet door) and once Z/

H

again saves his pals, the Chimichango Gang,
from the woolly bully, the terror of the play-
ground. (Skippyjon even loves to read books!)
A must to add to your Skippyjon collection.

Years ago, I fell in love with a book by
Margie Palatini called The Web Files. For those of you who
are of my generation, it had the flavor of ‘Dragnet’ with Joe
Friday and made a wonderful reader’s theater. Steve Metzger
has written one that I believe has the potential to be just as
much fun. Detective Boy Blue, published by Orchard Books
begins; “Today started like any other day.The dish ran away
with the spoon.” Little Boy Blue is now all grown up and is
a detective trying to find Miss Muffet. The book presents
itself in a comic book style but is decidedly entertaining
&while introducing a number of familiar (to me) nursery

Happy Reading!
Showi

shari.furtwangler@sps.lane.edu

Shari Furtwangler is a former K-5 classroom, special education
and Title I teacher. Currently principal of Thurston Elementary in
Springfield, she is an adjunct instructor at Pacific University in Eugene
and a past president of Mid-Valley Reading Council. She has taught
classes and workshops on children’s literature for the past 20 years.

)
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2011-2012 Patricia Gallagher Picture Book
Nominees Announced!

By Beverly Farris, Patricia Gallagher Picture Book Award Chair

Five books have been nominated
for the -
Patricia Gallagher
Picture Book Award
for the
2011-2012 school year:

HOosC
ST{OES L4

AR ¥

Those Shoes

Maribeth Boelts

Ilustrated by
Noah Z. Jones

Stanley’s Party

Linda Bailey
Hlustrated by

The Plot Chickens

Mary Jane Auch
and Herm Auch

sasdlel Siy 4w

The ORA Patricia Gallagher Picture Book Award,

started in 1997, is a children’s choice award named in

honor of Patricia Gallagher, a long-time leader in the
Oregon Reading Association.

Surprising Sharks
Nicola Davies

Ilustrated by
James Croft

Cactus Soup

Eric Kimmel

Hlustrated by
Phil Huling

Books are selected using these criteria:
* available in paperback
e original copyright no more than eight years old
e innate appeal to children
* quality of text and illustration, with
consideration given to Oregon authors

The winner for the 2010-11 school year was Henry and the Buccaneer Bunnies by Carolyn Crimi
followed by Library Lion by Michelle Knudsen. Over 14,200 votes were tallied.

Most local reading councils have purchased a number of Gallagher sets that will be routed throughout
their area schools. Many local councils have programs highlighting the Gallagher books and providing a
variety of activities and related books that teachers may use with their classes.

To find what is available in your area, check with your local reading council leadership
or go to www.oregonread.org/gallagherawardl12.btml for program dates and locations.

Votes need to be reported by May 1, 2012

Either mail your ballot or report your tallies by email to:
Beverly Farris, 5046 Riley Ct. SE, Salem, OR 973006 or dbfarris62@msn.com
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The real qualities of teacher excellence

By Valerie Strauss

This post was written by Joanne Yatvin, a longtime public school educator, author and past president of the
National Council of Teachers of English. She is now teaching part-time at Portland State University.

Most of us, I think, can name the qualities that go into
being a good cook, a good friend, or a good worker. But
could we quantify those qualities? Would each quality
have the same weight? And what if our two best friends
had different qualities that when tallied up showed a
wide discrepancy?

All of this must seem hopelessly complicated and,
very likely, inane. Who would want to measure one friend
against another? But that is exactly the inanity going on
in states and school districts bent on measuring the quali-
ty of teachers so some can be awarded merit pay and
others can be fired.

To make matters worse, the people setting up the
measurement formulas don’t seem to know what the
qualities of a good teacher are. Most of them can name
only the ability to generate high student test scores,
while the rest go blank after adding the ability to manage
classroom behavior.

Although I can’t resolve the numbers dilemma, I can,
from my own long experience as a teacher and a princi-
pal, name a set of qualities that I believe mark excellence
in a teacher, and I want to do that here.To me the most
important one is the ability to inspire students to want to
learn more about what has been taught in class, whether
that is math, writing, science, or civility.

Why do I choose that quality instead of the ability to
increase student knowledge and skills?

From reflecting on my own education and question-
ing friends about theirs, I have confirmed what I had
long suspected: we don’t use or even remember much of
what was taught and tested in school. But we do hang on
to those few things that pushed us toward our careers,
hobbies, or habits in the first place. I turned out to be an
English teacher and a writer who remembers many of
the books, plays, and poems I read in school. Even now, I
can quote a few Shakespearian soliloquies and recite the
prelude to The Canterbury Tales—in Middle English!

But don’t ask me who the president of the United
States was during the French and Indian War or even
what that war was about. Don’t ask me to find the Congo
on an unmarked map of Africa. Even the advanced math
and biology I studied in college have faded from my
memory completely.

N

To help you get a fuller picture of my concept of
teaching excellence, here are some other teacher quali-
ties I think are important.

A good teacher:

oIs aware, as far as possible, of each students’
academic strengths and weaknesses

ePlans lessons that cover the range of stu-
dents’ instructional needs and connect to
their interests

Adjusts lessons while teaching in response
to students’ questions and actions

o Demonstrates respect and trust for students
that they, in turn, give back to her/him and
their classmates

o Establishes a system of small group and inde-
pendent learning that allows students to
experience the roles of leader, follower,
partner, and innovator

e Discusses behavior or work problems with
the offenders privately, out of respect for
their dignity.

e Makes an effort to include an encouraging
comment or two when critiquing student
work

¢ Begins each day with enthusiasm and opti-
mism, putting aside past disappointments

Although I feel my list is still incomplete, it is long
enough to convey my concept of good teaching and
make clear why it can’t be measured or even perceived
by evaluators who don’t know a teacher’s work first-
hand.

The most reliable evaluator is a good principal who
visits classrooms regularly and gathers additional informa-
tion informally from conversations with teachers, stu-
dents, and parents.As the result of this kind of evaluation
process, a good principal is able to move the best teach-
ers into positions of greater responsibility and honor and
to help struggling teachers improve or decide to leave
the profession they are not suited for. <»

J
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ReclaimingRReform

By Michelle Newsum

Our schools have been labeled as failing by
people who have never stepped foot in them. The
favorite weapon of these ‘reformers’ is test scores.
So let’s take a closer look at the data.

Based on the PIRLS (Progress in International
Reading Literacy Study):

+¢ American kids in schools with less than 10%
poverty far outscore all other nations.

+¢ Kids in schools with up to 50% of students liv-
ing in poverty score well in comparison to the
international average.

+ Only American students in schools with more
than 75% poverty score below the international
average.

This trend holds true for virtually all major
standardized tests. On the TIMSS, PISA, SAT and
NAEP low poverty schools do well and high pover-
ty schools do not.

Occasionally, a few high poverty schools do
beat the odds. Gerald Bracey, prominent author
and educational researcher, speaks about examples
in California schools,

“Take the ‘high-flying schools’ of the Education
Trust. As the percent of kids in poverty rises, the
number of high flyers plummets. California has
639 schools where more than 90% of the kids live
in poverty (a disgrace in itself). One of them was a
high flyer for a year, defined as scoring in the
upper quartile of the state for one subject, for one
grade for one year—pretty lenient criteria. It could
not sustain that performance a second year.
California has 1556 schools with more than 75%
poverty. Six of 1556 were high flyers and one of
those sustained that level for two more years
before dropping off the chart.” Dr. Bracey contin-
ues, “Poverty is not an excuse, it’s a condition, like
gravity. Gravity affects everything you do on this
planet, and so does poverty.”

Nearly 25% of American children are living in
poverty.This is THE highest child poverty rate of
any industrialized nation. In high-scoring Finland,
less than 4% of children live in poverty.

Under NCLB we have spent billions of dollars
on testing. Under Race to the Top we will spend
billions more for what Dr. Stephen Krashen, USC
educational researcher, calls,“More testing than
ever before seen on the face of this planet.”

The National Academy of Sciences states,
“There is no research base to support high stakes
testing.” Yet ‘reformers’ continue to push excessive
and expensive testing to (line publishers pockets
and) discover which schools are ‘failing’ and pun-
ish them. (This, by the way, hasn’t worked.
Reconstituted and charter schools are not benefit-
ting our kids. Indeed, according to a recent
Stanford study, only 17% of charter schools per-
formed better than public schools. 83% did not.)

The problem is well documented. It’s poverty.
Of course we still need some tests. The most use-
ful and accurate are those assessments and portfo-
lios created and kept by teachers to inform
instruction and track growth over time. Dr.
Krashen suggests we also improve and keep the
NAEP.

The billions of dollars saved from unbounded
testing and carrot-and-stick reforms could then be
used for real solutions such as:

+* Reducing class size
(This is one of four K-12 reforms
backed by rigorous evidence according
to the Institute of Educational Sciences
[Research arm of the Department of
Education])

+ Providing prenatal care for low income women
(Low income women are currently

unlikely to receive adequate prenatal
care. They bave a bigh incidence of low
birth weight babies. Low birth weight
babies bave a much bigher incidence of
learning disabilities)

+¢ Funding public, school and classroom libraries
(Most children in bigh poverty areas

bhave limited access to books)

«¢ Providing quality professional development for
teachers

+ Including teachers, parents and students in leg-
islative decision making

As educational historian Diane Ravitch says,

“Claiming that ‘poverty is not an excuse’
1S an excuse
... Jor not dealing with poverty.” <>
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Muti-Media in Education...

The new school year begins and educators have
changed in the 21st century. Learning tools are evolving
and look different. The physical building has not changed;
structures are the same with brick walls, desks, and steel
beams.The good news is that educators and students
work in 21st-century learning in many schools. Staff devel-
opment is provided on the use of technology and schools
are integrating technology into the curriculum.

In many schools, the 21st- century classroom encour-
ages students to create, collaborate, and communicate in
many different ways. Knowing how to use multi-media
such as technology is a key requirement today. Technology
is changing constantly and educators should not leave stu-
dents behind.The 21st century skills are essential to
implement in the classroom to prepare our students in the
globalized workforce.

In my elementary school, I use an interactive
demonstration board.The board allows the class to
work together using the same material. Students are able
to access the Internet for information through education-
al websites. Desktop mobile devices with long-lasting

Is Your Classroom Ready for the 21st Century Learner?
By Sandy Duty, Multi-Media Chair

batteries allow students to listen to reading. Web-based
applications such as school web sites connect students,
parents and educators.

By using technology, there are so many opportunities
for students to interact with material, and each other.
Teachers in my elementary school motivate students by
engaging them with the technology tools they find inter-
esting. There are online resources for many subjects that
are free for the educator or student.Technology provides
assistance when working through lessons together.The
teachers at our school share everything they find, which is
critical as the technology is only as good as the person
using it. Technology tools help students become experts in
subjects. In closing, it is not about how much technology
you have, it’s about finding the right technology tools to
fit the educator’s needs and integrating the lessons to
making learning relevant to the student. <

Sandy Duty, National Board Certified, is a
4th Grade Teacher at Hogan Cedars Elementary.
You may visit their school by emailing Sandy at

sandy_duty@gbsd.gresham.R12.or.us.

The Oregon Reading Association offers a big thank
you to everyone who completed our Membership
Survey. Our strong membership is predominately class-
room teachers, but literacy coaches, specialists, college
professors, administrators and students have a voice too.

The purpose of the survey was to get to know our
members and to have them suggest new directions for
the Oregon Reading Association. The experience level of
our organization ranges from under five years to over
twenty years and though 85% of our respondents were
elementary teachers, we also heard from middle school,
high school, college teachers and other school personnel
involved in literacy education.

The bulk of the survey dealt with the delivery and
content of professional development within our organi-
zation. As a result of your input, ORA will focus on the
reading and writing connection this year and nonfiction
reading and writing next school year.

To investigate this year’s reading and writing connec-
tion theme the ORA completed a Summer Institute in
Eugene with Lori Jamison Rog and Mary Palmer Nowland
and a Winter Institute in Portland is planned to continue
this analysis with Kyleen Beers and Katie Wood Ray in
February 2012.

A Spring Conference at Concordia College will be
\ anchored by the expertise of Regie Routman and will

7 ORA Membership Survey Results Told N\

by René Dernbach, Past President

focus on the needs of education students, but it will be
open to practicing teachers too. Each of these institutes
allows you, the learner, to spend in-depth time with
knowledgeable authors/researchers and then to gain
insights in how to turn research into effective practice.
Participants are invited as individuals or as teams and
reflective planning time is conveniently built into the
daily schedules.

Several of our local councils offered October In-serv-
ice day events and each council has local programs going
on throughout the year including Teachers as Readers
book clubs and Professional Conversation opportunities
so teachers can learn and teach collaboratively through-
out the school year. Please visit the ORA website
(http://www.oregonread.org) as well as the ORA
Facebook page (http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Oregon-ReadingAssociation/132342766827798) and
the International Reading Association web page
(http://www.reading.org) for more information on
events and resources for our membership.

Again, thanks for the input and for affirming that
ORA is a valuable professional organization. Many of you
took the time to write lovely comments about how
much this organization means to you and how much you
value ORA events. Working together we become stronger

literacy educators. < /
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The Secondary Desk:

Academic Literacy: a New Vision of Disciplinary Understanding
Peter Thacker, Secondary Reading Chair

It’s the fall, and my classes have begun again.The
eleventh time I've taught Literacy across the Curriculum. But
this year it might be more aptly called Academic Literacy.
There are big changes in how we see literacy in the disci-
plines, and I am adjusting my course work to fit those
changes. Listen up, no matter whether you're a literacy
coach or classroom teacher of any, or all, discipline(s), if you
are a third grade teacher or up.There are new ways of inter-
preting literacy.

Definitions of literacy are changing. If “reading is reason-
ing,” (E. L.Thorndike, 1917) the distinction between reading
comprehension and deep, nuanced understanding in general
shrinks.To understand the potential meanings of Her Eyes
Were Watching God or a chemistry experiment are both acts
of a literate person.This argument is well-delineated in
Judith Langer’s new book Envisioning Knowledge: Building
Literacy in the Academic Disciplines (2011).

Langer, along with Arthur Applebee, has been examining
trends in literacy for decades. She is an expert, and she
describes what literacy of the highest quality looks like. In
Envisioning Knowledge, she suggests that people make
sense of material through “focusing, narrowing, searching,
considering, questioning, judging, tuning and rejecting, not
merely to receive knowledge, but to own it” Knowing in
this way allows students to build new knowledge, to go
beyond what is to what can be. No small task to help stu-
dents to this level of ownership!

To get to this goal, Langer suggests that teachers need to
know the discipline(s) they teach well enough to under-
stand the “markers” of that discipline’s discourse. If a teacher
teaches history, she needs to be able to orient students to
thinking historically. If students are learning science, they
need to understand and experience the spirit of inquiry that
underlies the scientific method. When students can “read”
and question the markers of a discipline, they are truly liter-
ate in that discipline in the larger sense of the word. So a dis-
ciplinary literacy is much more than being able to read
words and answer questions. It involves being able to inter-
pret any type of experience, be it a reading, experiment, lec-
ture, or walk in the woods, thinking about how it adds to the
understanding of, for instance, ecology.

In some ways this makes a college reading course have
the potential to be more palatable to teachers of math, sci-
ence, and social studies, not to mention music or PE.,
because it recognizes that the reading one does for that dis-
cipline differs from the reading of another one. For instance,
math and music have their own symbolic languages, num-
bers and signs for math, notes and nomenclature for music.
If one is not literate in these languages, one cannot move
very far. If students in a literacy class build scaffolding les-
sons for these disciplines, they are helping students become

Niterate in their discipline.

\

In history, when one uses primary sources of varied
viewpoints, asking students to contextualize these com-
ments and note differences in opinions, one is teaching stu-
dents to do what historians do, understand that historical
interpretation varies radically based on the author’s situa-
tion and perspective.

Chemistry teachers know that students need a com-
mon vocabulary and conceptual understanding of ioniza-
tion, catalysts and electrons, for instance, before they can
interpret the results of experiments. Students also need to
understand the reasoning associated with the Scientific
Method.

Differentiating the ways in which we teach literacy to
teachers may help secondary teachers who see themselves
as experts in their fields to buy into a literacy course, but it
doesn’t mean that I am taken off the hook for addressing a
theoretical frame for how people comprehend when read-
ing and learning in other ways.This year, we will spend the
first half of our semester learning what it is to be literate in
our fields.The second half of the course will build on read-
ing issues that cut across disciplines. Maybe, my more wary
students will, by then, have been convinced of the import
of literacy for becoming literate in calculus or physics or
comparative political systems.

At the same time, I want to speak to those magnificent
generalists, you elementary teachers. My colleagues, Rich
Christen and Matt Karlsen, and I have worked for three
years with teachers in Southwest Washington on a Teaching
American History grant that approached Historical literacy
and thinking. Each year we worked with a different level:
first high school, then middle school, and last year elemen-
tary (primarily fifth grade, but several third and fourth grade
teachers joined us).An observation done in a third grade
classroom convinced all of us that students as young as
eight-year-olds can handle examining and discussing varied
points of view on the American Revolution when given
accessible primary documents.The teacher facilitating this
process focused on inquiry methods, and the conversation
students engaged in was extraordinarily thoughtful, some-
times contentious, but never dismissive.

When young students learn to think like historians or
scientists, mathematicians or literary critics, they become
apprentice readers of their discipline. Led by teachers who
understand the markers of each discipline they can begin,
in Langer’s terms, to “envision” a discipline’s knowledge in a
way in which they, too, own it.To do this, we need teachers
to pull back from the practical everyday methods of teach-
ing reading, writing and introductions to their subject mat-
ter. Teachers need to look at the most important elements of
what experts in academic disciplines use and do, then con-
sciously begin teaching in a manner that helps students to

become ever more academically literate. <7 f
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A Summer Writing Institute

By Ann Marineau, Conference Chair

Over 100 educators
gathered together this
summer to attend ORA’s
new Summer Institute.

This fun-filled day
passed quickly as Lori
Jamison Rog, author of
several books including
Marvelous Minilessons
Jfor Teaching Intermedi-
ate Writing, Grades 3-6
and Marvelous Miniles-
sons for Beginning
Writing, Grades K-3,
entertained the crowd

Lori Jamison Rog demonstrates
with trait characters and  a writing activity.

practical strategies for

teachers to use immediately—or at least when school started.

Sharing the podi-
um with Lori was Mary
Palmer Nowland, an
outstanding Oregon
teacher with a passion
for writing. She
stressed the need for
educators to become
writers themselves in
order to improve their
instruction.

Mary talked
about habits to devel-
op within a classroom, how to use a writer’s notebook, and
her philosophy on what makes an effective writer’s work-
shop.

Mary Palmer Nolan presenting.

Attendees left the day with many proven methods to
improve student’s motivation and ability to write. <>

7

Summer is over? Really? Yes, I know it’s hard to
believe, but it’s time to go back to school. Here are some
ideas to make the new school year an especially good one
for both you and your child. Most are from the IRA
Teacher Advisory Panel.

_| Read togetber.

* Set aside time to sit next to your child and read
together. Try for at least 15 minutes daily.

* Read aloud to your child well beyond the point when
s/he can read independently. Hearing fluent, expres-
sive reading helps to build both fluency and compre-
hension skills. It is also a way to show your child that
s/he is an important part of your life.

¢ Include informational books or articles on topics of
interest to your child. Boys and children who are
having difficulty with reading may be especially
motivated to read when the topic is one in which
they have an existing interest.

* Place books in the car to make it easy for children to
read as you’re traveling or running errands.

_| Ask open-ended questions.

* An open-ended question asked with sincere, nonjudg-
mental interest in the answer will open the door to
talking with your child about what is important to
him/her.

* Instead of asking “What did you do in school today,”
which will probably yield the answer “Nothing,” try

& asking “What was the best part of school today?”

Families and Reading

By Sandy Coffin, Chair

e Whatever the answer, use it as a gateway to relaxed
conversation.

_| Organize.

* Make the mornings less hectic and more enjoyable for
both you and your child by laying out clothes, pack-
ing lunches, and organizing book bags the night
before.This also gives you and your child the chance
to review daily papers and gather materials that may
be needed the following day.

« If your child’s school does not provide it, consider
buying a “school assignments” notebook for your
fourth grade and older student and helping him or
her learn to complete and use it as a planning tool.
Planning for assignments is a skill that will become
increasingly important as your child progresses
through school.

_| Stay in touch with the school.

» Read the material sent home from school and
respond, if requested.

* If your child’s school or teacher prepares a newsletter,
read it with your child and discuss the articles.

« If you have access to a computer, review electronic
communications from your child’s teachers, such as
blogs and social networking.

¢ Let the teachers know that you are interested in their
communications and what you do and don’t like.

These and other ideas may be found in the
August/September 2010 issue of Reading Today. J
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Kids, Warm Food, Cool Free Books

by Lynn Woodworth

On a fall ride home from the EERC board meeting, I
asked myself (pondered, wondered) how I could con-
tribute to the council and to kids learning to read when I
was time and distance away from Eugene.After reviewing
the upcoming events planned for the year, I remembered
visiting Gayla Clark at her home and learning about her
time spent in a park
during the summer
reading to kids and
giving away books.As I
drove the idea grew
into a plan. Why not
adopt Gayla’s idea, but
carry it out in
Florence!

During the year
the plan grew to
fruition.The plan was
shared with the admin-
istration and the other
Title I teacher. Their
support and help was
key to the success of
the project.A grant of
$1,000 was secured
from Western Lane Foundation.The money was used to
purchase books, snacks, and certificates for ice cream and
books at the local bookstore. Contact was made with
Food For Lane County and permission was given to work
alongside them at the school. The Children’s Public
Librarian agreed to visit on Thursday and coordinate her
summer reading program with the free-lunch kids for the
duration of her event. She also introduced us to
Scholastic Literacy Partnership where books could be
purchased at a lower cost. In addition to the help of the
other Title I teacher, Debra Shepard, other volunteers
were secured for the times we could not be present.
Announcements were made about our Summer Reading
Enrichment Program with letters home to students
before school ended, an article in the local newspaper,
and an interview on the local radio station. When the
books arrived they were marked with a label “keep or
exchange” and loaded into boxes onto a rolling cart from
the library. Other books from our classrooms were
offered for exchange. Bookmarks were made for give-
away with the free books.

Lynn — Getting Ready

Our timetable coincided with the free lunch sched-
ule.We began on June 21 and ended on August 10, 2011,
volunteering an hour each Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday from 11:30 to 12:30.We soon learned because
of our location we could not read to the whole group

while they ate. Instead we read to smaller groups each
day. A raffle was held each week for the children to
receive a snack, certificate, and sometimes a book from
the Literacy Partnership purchase. $70 of the grant paid
for the snacks and certificates.The first week Scholastic
books were given away to each child followed by three
other give-aways. On the other days “Exchange” books
were offered for the children to borrow. We encouraged
them to return these books but it was not mandatory.
Our first discovery was that the children did not want to
exchange the free books.They wanted to keep them! By
having the kids write their first and last name on the
small sheets of paper for the drawing we were able to
identify that we saw 134 children during the summer.
During the four weeks of summer school around 140
lunches were handed out each day, with 2 or 3 children
as walk-ins. For the remainder of the summer 60 to 65
lunches were handed out to Boys and Girls Club kids,
with up to 10 walk-ins. 430 books were purchased and
sent home with
children for a
cost of $930.A
count of the
used classroom
books chosen
by children was
not kept.To
ensure that the
; books got

- _(1 home, we had

# them put their
\»ﬁk name inside.

Lynn — Workmg with the Kids What a mar-
velous experi-

ence! It was a time to connect with kids in a different way
and inspire them to read.The desire to read and talk about
books in the first weeks was almost nonexistent, but as
time passed the momentum grew.The children began
requesting specific books by series, title, or topic. They
started talking about books and reading during the movie
and throughout the afternoon at Boys and Girls Club.

‘What’s in the future? We hope to identify the grade-
level of the students, identify their end of year and begin-
ning of year ECBM reading score. We hope this data will
reveal less regression of skills over the summer months.
Emotionally and motivationally we know it was a suc-
cess! With the support of the school and community we
want to continue this summer reading adventure!

I would like to thank Western Lane Foundation and
their partner Rotary for their support and funding of this

project.
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The Vocabulary of Thinking

By René Dernbach, ELL Chair

NN

To empower learning and the use of academic language in your

their learning power.

I have always used the Quellmalz Framework of Thinking Skills:

classroom, start out the school year with vocabulary lessons and
activities that focus on thinking sRills.

This will introduce your English language learners to a set of tier
two vocabulary words that can be utilized in all content areas.

Throughout the school year these bigh utility words can be
referenced each school day belping your English language students to
develop the babit of thinking about their thinking, which will strengthen

Recall Thinking Analytic Thinking
RESTATING DIVIDING
KNOWLEDGE: SOMETHING WHOLE
INTO ITS PPARTS:
defining, naming parts,
listing, creating categories,
labeling, sorting,
naming, stating relationships
identifying

Comparative Thinking

FINDING
SIMILARITIES AND
IDIFFERENCES:

comparing,
contrasting

(moving from simple
to complex)

Inferential Thinking || Evaluative Thinking
UsING INFORMATION || FORMING REASONED
EFFECTIVELY: OPINIONS:
predicting,
hypothesizing, using criteria to
drawing conclusions, make judgments,
generalizing,
synthesizing stating and defending

(creating something new)

a point-of-view

REcCALL THINKING

ANALYTIC THINKING

These thinking posters are enlarged and prominent-
ly displayed in my classroom for easy reference
throughout the school day and school year. I keep them
in mind as I design class work and as a learning com-
munity we continually identify which thinking skills
we are using throughout the day or period.

In the beginning I like to introduce each skill sepa-
rately starting with recall activities and progressing
through to evaluative thinking. I make sure to use
realia and images as much as possible to bighlight
each skill. These strategies make learning more engag-
ing and meaningful for my English learners.

Introduction Ideas

* What's in the bag?

Students reach into a paper bag full of
common school supplies and orally or
graphically list what is inside.Also fun
to do with fruit.

Images

e Let’s chart it!

Have students create color charts using
English and their native languages.

* Label This!

Provide students with interesting pic-
tures to label. (Old calendars work
great for this.)

Literacy Connection

* Folktale Retell

Read aloud folktales from the students’
native cultures and have them practice
retelling the stories to each other.
Have props available that help with
retelling the beginning, middle and end
of the stories.

Introduction Ideas

s Sort the Nouns

Have students generate a list of class-
room nouns and then sort them into
categories of their choosing: color,
shape, use, material.

Images

* Order Please

Give students pictures that can be
placed in the correct order to show
part to whole relationship: water cycle,
solar system, plant growth, human
growth.

Literacy Connection

* Folktale Retell

Have students write or orally share the

story elements of character, setting and
plot for the shared folktales. Use a story
cube or spinner.

(continued on next page)
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COMPARATIVE THINKING
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EVALUATIVE THINKING

Visit the Oregon Reading Association’s
Facebook page for council events and more!

http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Oregon-Reading-Association/

132342766827798

More About...

The Vocabulary of Thinking

(continued from previous page)

Introduction Ideas

* Partner Interview

Provide students with some get-to-
know-you questions and have them
interview a classmate, then create aT
chart that shows two or more things
they have in common and two or more
differences. Invite students to intro-
duce their partners and their findings.

Images

e More Cereal Please

Provide students with empty cereal
boxes to compare and contrast design
and nutrition.

* Hey, Sports Fan

Offer students a collection of sports
pictures and have students select two
different sports to discuss with a part-
ner, focusing on the similarities and the
differences in the sports pictured.

Literacy Connection

e Let’s Venn

Guide the students in comparing and
contrasting the similarities and differ-
ences of two folktales using a Venn dia-
gram. Then have students work with a
partner to compare and contrast two
different tales.

Introduction Ideas

* Role Play those Class Rules!
After having the class brainstorm
appropriate class rules, have small
groups act out a rule and let the rest
of the class guess which rule they are
referencing.

Images

* What’s Going On?

Collect pictures that show a causal rela-
tionship: dog with tongue hanging out,
child crying, broken windowpane . ..
and have students infer what is going
on. (over-heated dog, injured child,
errant baseball)

Literacy Connection

* Take Time to Predict

Stop at critical junctures in a read
aloud and have students make predic-
tions.

* What’s the Message?

Read fables and folktales from the cul-
tures of your students and focus on the
theme or message of the stories.

Introduction Ideas

e School Success
Help students establish some criteria
for school:

‘What makes a successful day or period?

‘What makes a successful lunch or
recess?

Then guide them to voice how
successful their experiences have been.

Images

* You Be the Judge

Post pictures around the room that
highlight the thinking skills of recall,
analysis, comparison, inference and
evaluation and have students decide
which thinking skills are represented in
each picture.

Literacy Connection

e Here’s My Picks
After sharing a volume of folktales have
students identify their favorites:

* favorite story and why
* favorite character and why
* favorite illustrations and why

* favorite message and why

Enjoy your focus on thinking and visit the ORA website www.oregonread.org
for more materials under Resources and Handouts/Resources: Brains on Fire,
Quellmaiz Framework and Thinking Posters.
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Video Resources for You

By Deborab White, ORA Librarian

If a picture is worth a thousand words, the ORA Professional Lending Library bas materials worth
over a million words for you. One of the benefits of being a member is access to a wide variety of
professional books and also videos and DVDs. It’s as easy as emailing Deborab White, ORA
Librarian at wdwhite16@gmail.com with your request. Here are a few materials you might be
interested in borrowing for yourself or for a group of friends and colleagues to watch togetbher.

The Daily Five Alive!
=~ (DVD)
‘ | Strategies for Literacy
- | Independence
\ Gail Boushey & Joan Moser
If you loved seeing “The
Sisters” at ORA a few years
ago, you will love this DVD. If
you missed them, here’s what
you want.The program clearly
explains their system for help-
ing young readers and writers
tackle challenging work on their own without constant
support and intervention from teachers.

CAFE in the

Classroom (DVD)
Helping Children
Visualize Literacy Goals
Gail Boushey

& Joan Moser
Assessing young readers
involves more than
determining a reading
level and moving them
onto the next. The CAFE assessment system helps ele-
mentary students understand and master different strate-
gies used by successful readers.This program explains
how to implement it in your classroom.

Simply Beautiful:
Classroom Design for
Gracious Living and
Learning (DVD)

Gail Boushey

& Joan Moser

This video includes a fif-
teen-minute tour of a
model classroom at the
start, giving viewers a
sense of possibility and the research base that supports
elegant classroom design. It will have you itching to roll
up your sleeves and start transforming your own class-
room in no time.

* _—l,;}, Happy

i Reading!

Vi

Cris Tovani

Happy Reading! (DVD)
Creating a Predictable Structure
for Joyful Teaching and Learning
Debbie Miller

First-grade teacher Debbie
Miller chronicles her work
teaching reading and takes pri-
mary teachers beyond compre-
hension instruction and shows
how she sustains a thoughtful
primary reading program that
challenges and supports readers
of all abilities and needs.

Thoughtful Reading

(Video)

Teaching Comprehension

to Adolescents

Cris Tovani

1 This four part series shows

' Cris working with a wide
, range of students who

struggle with reading.

You'll finish with a wealth

of ideas for instruction in

small and large groups.

Read, Write and Talk (DVD)

A Practice to Enhance

Comprehension

Stephanie Harvey

& Anne Gouduvis

This lively video invites you
into an intermediate-grade
reading workshop where
students engage in real-world
literacy and use comprehen-

sion strategies to better
understand what they read.

You'll see a complete lesson with teacher modeling,

guided and independent

practice and sharing. <»
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It’s That Time of Year Again—
Banned Books Week 2011

By Allen Evans, Intellectual Freedom Chair

One little word, and it only appears twice in the entire
book. It’s not even four letters—the classic euphemism for
an expletive. It is in fact seven letters long, and to the best
of my knowledge, is not typically used as an offensive
insult or adjective.Yet that one simple word— “scrotum” —
in Susan Patron’s The Higher Power of Lucky, winner of
the 1997 Newbery medal, set off a heated national debate
about books and content that are or are not appropriate
for young readers.

With fall comes not only the beginning of the school
year, but also Banned Books Week, sponsored yearly by the
American Library Association.This year, Banned Books
Week was September 24 - October 1.

As the ALA website states (www.ala.org):

Banned Books Week (BBW) is an annual event
celebrating the freedom to read and the impor-
tance of the First Amendment. Banned Books Week
highlights the benefits of free and open access to
information while drawing attention to the barms
of censorship by spotlighting actual or attempted
bannings of books across the United States.

I remember well my early classroom years. At that
time, the most controversial books for elementary readers
tended to focus around Judy Blume and Shel Silverstein.
Blume had the courage to write about topics such as
divorce (It’s Not the End of the World), teasing (Blubber),
puberty (Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret), race
(Iggie’s House), and the universal constant of the endear-
ing yet irritating younger sibling (Fudge).And Silverstein
had the cheek to pen poems for kids that pushed the
boundaries of propriety, such as Hat; Warning; They 've Put
a Brassiere on the Camel; and Crowded Tub, to name only
a few.

Then, along came Katherine Patterson, and with the
publication of Bridge to Terabithia—also a Newbery win-
ner—young readers were provided the literary opportunity
to openly and sensitively talk about death.

I recall in my early teaching years having a conversa-
tion with my uncle. He was at that time a college adminis-
trator, and in the 1950s had been an elementary teacher
and later principal in Grants Pass. He recounted how Dr.
Seuss was viewed as being absolutely scandalous when The
Cat in the Hat and his other works were first published.
Teachers in his school considered those books rather unac-
ceptable for young readers! My, how times do change.

Nevertheless, as the school year begins anew, it might
be helpful for teachers to look once again at titles and
authors that have been challenged in recent years, and the
resources available that shed light on the issue of banned
books. While many of the titles that are challenged each

year are ones intended for older readers—middle school or
high school—several are ones that are aimed at elementary
students.

The American Library Association website is perhaps
the most helpful. Go to www.ala.org and follow the link
for “Issues and Advocacy” At that page one can find various
materials related to banned and challenged books. Of note
are the lists of “Frequently Challenged Books.” One can
search by year, author, or decade. For example, the most fre-
quently challenged book in 2010 (the most current year for
which numbers are available) is And Tango Makes Three—
a picture storybook for younger readers—followed in order
by The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian;
Brave New World; Crank; and The Hunger Games. Number
ten on the list for 2010: Twilight. Certainly, some elemen-
tary students are reading a few of these!

Consider also some of the direct implications related
to the reasons, source, and number of challenges recorded
over the past ten years. Searching the “Statistics” link
reveals that the number of challenges peaked in 1995 (762
recorded instances) and rests at 348 for the year 2010.
Looking further one can find that the top reason for a book
being challenged is “sexually explicit content” (3169
instances), the primary group that initiates challenges is
“parents” (6103 instances) and that schools are the primary
institution receiving the challenges (4048 instances).

Looking at this from a different perspective, searching
the links for “Decade” (1990-1999 and 2000-2010) one can
quickly spot a number of challenged books that are well
known by both elementary readers and teachers: Scary
Stories (series) by Alvin Schwartz (the most frequently
challenged book of the 1990s); Bridge to Terabithia by
Katherine Patterson; The Giver by Lois Lowry;
Goosebumps (series) by R.L. Stein; The Witches by Roald
Dahl; Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine I’Engle (also a
Newbery winner); In the Night Kitchen by Maurice
Sendak; Harry Potter (series) by J.K. Rowling (most fre-
quently challenged title in the 2010s); Captain Underpants
(series) by Dav Pilkey; and the list goeson . ...

Clearly, this is an issue that does and will impact
schools and teachers.

So the logical question that follows is “So what?”

What is the appropriate response that teachers and
schools should make when confronted with an issue of
challenge? I hope to explore that in future columns.

For now, let me end with a quote by Gary Paulson,
taken from an interview he conducted with the New York
City Public Library: “Read like a wolf eats, read when they
tell you not to read, and read what they tell you not to
read.” <
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TAR Asks...What’s on Your Nightstand?

By Stephanie Higgins, Teachers As Readers Chair

Plain and simple, avid readers want to know what other avid readers are reading! Teachers As Readers (TAR)
members are no different, and I often find this request penned on the bottom of our end-of-year evaluations —
next to the hopeful appeal for ORA funding. (I am happy to report that ORA has once again distributed $100

for TAR groups to each interested council!)

So, here is that much-desired list. You'll see a lot of familiar titles and perhaps some you’d like to try.

o Adult Literature

Little Bee (Cleave)*

The Help (Stockett)*

Half Broke Horses (Walls)*
My Abandonment (Rock)*
Shanghai Girls (See)*

A Reliable Wife (Goolrick)
Bonk (Roach)

Cutting for Stone (Verghese)
Freedom:A Novel (Franzen)
Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (Larsson)
Hannah's Dream (Hammond)
Heart of Horses (Gloss)

o Professional Books

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet (Ford)
Major Pettigrew's Last Stand (Simonson)
Sacred Hearts (Ducant)

Shoot the Moon (Letts)

The Gerbil Farmer’s Daughter (Robinson)
The Highest Tide (Lynch)

The House at Otowi Bridge (Church)
The Known World (Jones)

The Uncommon Reader (Bennett)

Two Rivers (Greenwood)

*Read by multiple groups

Asking Better Questions (Second Edition) (Morgan)
Boy Writers (Fletcher)
Comprehension Connections (McGregor)
Conferring (Allen)
Engaging Readers and Writer with Inquiry

(Theory and Practice) (Wilhem)

Quality Questioning: Research-Based Practice
to Engage Every Learner (Walsh)

e Children/Young Adults

Readicide (Gallagher)

Thinking in Middle and High School (Copeland)

Teach Like a Champion (Lemov)

The Book Whisperer: Awakening the Inner
Reader in Every Child (Miller)

The Death and Life of the Great American
School System (Ravitch)

Bloody Jack (Meyer)
Bucking the Sarge (Curtis)
Call Me Hope (Olson)
Chains (Anderson)

City of Ember (Duprau)
Diamond Willow (Frost)
Dovey Coe (Dowell)

Flygirl (Smith)

Front and Center (Murdock)

Homecoming (Voigt)

Masterpiece (Broach)
Paint the Wind (Ryan)
Peeled (Bauer)
Sasquatch (Smith)

Heart of a Shepherd (Parry)

Island of the Aunts (Ibbotson)

Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes (Crutcher)
The Adoration of Jenna Fox (Pearson)

The Canning Season (Horvath)

The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate (Kelly)
The Gospel According to Larry (Tashjian)
The Hunger Games (Collins)

The Juvie Three (Korman)

The Misfits (Howe)

Uprising (Haddix)

Ways to Live Forever (Nicholls)

When You Reach Me (Stead)

e Author Studies

Jane Yolen
Jean Craighead George
Kevin Henkes

Patricia Polacco
Patricia Reilly Giff

There are many formats for TAR again this year: children’s literature, adult fiction, walk-and-talk groups,

professional studies, author studies and more.

If you're not involved in a TAR group but would like to join one, contact me (shiggins67@comcast.net)
or your council president for more information and we’ll help you get started! <

Happy Reading!

Stephanie
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< Books, Books, and MORE Books! N

by Karen Antikajian

At the August two-day ORA Leadership Workshop,
one of the highlights was a booktalk by children’s
book-expert, Barbara Swanson Sanders. She started off
by reading the picture book How to Teach a Slug to
Read by Susan Pearson, illustrated by David Slonim.
‘What a wonderfully humorous example of procedural
writing!

She then took us through her lengthy list of “the
best books of 2011. .. so far” highlighting with sum-
maries and comments as many as time allowed. She
ended with her predictions for possible winners of
both the Newbery and Caldecott awards. In fact, one
(because of its unusual format) may be a contender for
both awards.

Afterwards we had time to look through all the
books on her list and note which were our must-haves,
which were maybes, and which were save-for-laters.
Luckily I already had some of the must-haves but my
list was still larger than my budget allowed.

Barbara will be presenting on the second day of the
ORA Winter Institute, February 11,2012 at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Portland.You can download Barbara’s list
at www.oregonread.org/booklists.html. Click on
‘Best Books 2011°. <

Barbara Swanson Sanders /

( The Oregon Reading Association \
website at:

Mark Your Calen [} Poesrmergmmradors

and is a wealth of information
about ORA and the local councils

o % OO Check your Local Council web pages to see what is scheduled so far for the year.
o Important dates are also listed on the ORA website Calendar page.
Local council conferences are also listed on the Conferences page.
Many councils have scheduled programs to introduce the new Patricia Gallagher nominated books.
Check the Patricia Gallagher Picture Book Award page on the web
to find out when and where they are scheduled.

— Calendar of Events: —

November 17-22,2011 .. ...... National Council of Teachers of English Annual Convention, Chicago, IL
January 6,2012. .. ... ... .. ... Deadline for submissions to Letters About Literature Contest
February 10-11,2012 ............ ORA Winter Institute at the Crowne Plaza in Portland, OR
March 2,2012 . . . . Read Across America
April 29-May 2, 2012 .. . o oo v vt i i it e 57th IRA Annual Convention in Chicago, IL
May 1,2012 . . ... Votes due for the Patricia Gallagher Award

May 7-13,2002 . . . . National Children’s Book Week

\ .
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