
Need an invigorating mental boost? Register
now for this February’s ORA Winter Institute.

Have you been denied approval for a conference
because it wasn’t a deep look into literacy? This is
the Institute will solve that problem.

Would you like an overview of the Common
Core State Standards? Well, this year’s ORA Winter
Institute is for you. Register now!

We will give you the best of both worlds:
Friday will be a full day, in-depth

workshop with Katie Wood Ray for
educators K-5 or Kylene Beers and
Bob Probst
for grades
6-12.

Saturday
begins with

Penny
Plavala’s

keynote on the CCSS, fol-
lowed by small group ses-
sions that you know and
love—but again, they will
run longer (90 minutes) for
a deeper look into issues
affecting educators today.

Never have enough time
to think through new ideas?
Or work with a team from
your school? Team planning
time will be built into this
year’s workshops providing

time to discuss how to best imple-
ment new strategies successfully
at your school.

Looking for new
educational

resources? In our
exhibit hall you

will find pub-
lishing compa-

nies and book vendors with a wide
variety of literacy materials.

Rejuvenate at ORA’s Winter
Institute February 10-11, 2012.

Register now!

For more information go to
www.oregonread.org
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April
Happy Teaching,

April Hoy
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December, 2011

April Hoy is a second grade teacher who has enjoyed a 25-year career in Coos Bay. To bet-
ter serve her students, she is a strong believer in professional development and best practices.
April is honored to serve as your ORA President this year. She is proud to be part of an organ-
ization that exists to offer educators opportunities to hone their teaching skills, which in turn
improves education for children.

I was recently reading with one of my struggling second
grade readers when he stopped, looked up at me and said,“This
is a good book, my armpits are sweating!” I smiled and sup-
pressed my laughter.This encounter got me thinking, what
makes my armpits sweat these days?

I seem to focus on things that don’t make my armpits sweat:
unnatural focus on test scores, data for the sake of adults—not
data that guides my instruction, large class size, the focus on
education as a business model. My list could go on and on, but I
sense you get my drift.These are the aspects of current educa-
tional policy that always make my mind wander to the world of
crash diets.

We have all seen the infomercials that promise fast and furious
weight loss if you only buy their product, and surprisingly enough
we do buy the product even though we know that rapid weight loss is usually followed by
rapid weight gain.We buy these products even though we know that weight loss should be
connected to a desire for good health, not just fitting into your new bikini. Good health is a
slow, steady process that we have to commit to for the long haul.

Education also requires a commitment for the long haul. Our focus should not be on mira-
cle cures, but strong commitment to our students and their ability to learn and “think” through-
out their lives, not just on the “test.”With this in mind, I am going to work on focusing on this
positive, but long term, commitment, to children because that is the real purpose of my work
with children.

I imagine that everyone reading this article understands the joy and “armpit sweating” that
comes from reading a good book or watching the children in our charge discover the magic of
learning to read. I also find great joy in watching teachers who commit themselves to the pur-
suit of being the best teachers that they can be.

Oregon Reading Association is a great resource for teachers who want to make learning
meaningful for both children and teachers. I hope that you will become involved in your local
council and attend our February Institute. It is an effective way to remember what makes your
“armpits sweat.”

April Hoy
ORA Presdent, 2011-2012
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• CAPITAL READING COUNCIL

We started the school year with a great inservice on
October 14.About 40 people joined us for “Gallagher
Books Galore,” a celebration of this year’s nominees for
the Gallagher Picture Book Award.The half-day inservice
featured an
introduction
to each of
the books
and a variety
of activities,
including an
outstanding
reader’s the-
ater, great
graphics for

sharks, and a chicken
drawing lesson.
Following the reading
overview, teachers
were treated to specif-
ic ways to use the
books as mentor texts
for writing lessons and
25 math problems
matching the books.A
great time was had by

all as we left with door
prizes, a CD of all activi-
ties, and perhaps a set
of the books to begin
sharing with our staff.
This was also the first
of our Professional Con-
versations series, which
includes an opportunity
for college credit.

November 9 was
our second of the series
and our own Diane
Miller led the discus-
sion. She provided great
ways to tie language sen-
tence frames to math
picture books at a vari-
ety of levels. Participants
had the chance to peruse
a large collection of
books and write their
own frames to use with

low-language students. Next up in the series, in January,
will be Exploring the Science and Literacy Connection.

Submitted by Deborah White

• DRIFTWOOD READING COUNCIL

Oregon Science Teachers Association (OSTA) and
Driftwood Reading Council hosted this year’s OSTA
State Conference in Coos Bay, Oregon on October 14—
Statewide In-Service Day. Keynote speakers were litera-
cy coaches Jill Castek, Jen Tilson and Megan Goss from
the Lawrence Hall of Science, UC Berkeley and are con-
tributors to Seeds of Science Roots of Learning.They
gave a ‘Jay Leno’ style Top Ten for what we need to
know about integrating science and literacy.About 200
educators attended sessions all day, visited the exhibit
hall, and waited patiently for the calling of over 100
door prizes. More than 40 sessions covered everything
from Inquiry to Classroom Management. Presenters dis-
cussed poetry and black holes, writing scientific expla-
nations, using non-fiction mentor texts, and even
ornithology.

As CCSS are implemented, the need to integrate sci-
ence and literacy is heightened. Partnering with organi-
zations focused on the same goals is an excellent
method of implementing practical ways to make these
changes.

Submitted by Ann Marineau

• EMERALD EMPIRE READING COUNCIL

Emerald has had an exciting year so far. It started
with our Gallagher Books Kick-Off Program in September.

Enthusiastic voices filled the air in
anticipation as teachers, librarians,
and student teachers waited to hear
about the five new books nominat-
ed for this award. For the first time,
we included 3-D art activities that
were designed by retired teacher
Marlene Iversen. During the presen-
tation of Kimmel’s book Cactus
Soup, we took a few minutes for
everyone to make a Giacometti-like

CRC’s Reader’s Theater

Diane Miller Forms and Functions

Getting into The Plot Chickens

Solving a Shark Problem

Waiting to hear about the new books

Example of Cactus
Soup foil sculpture(continued on next page)
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aluminum foil sculpture inspired by the illustrator’s por-
trayal of the tall-skinny soldiers. Marlene shared examples
of art activities for all of the books.These are available on
the Gallagher page of this website.

Our Gallagher book-lending program is active with a
facilitator in charge of each large district or combination
of smaller districts—with the exception of the Bethel
School District.At the end of last year, Rhonda Wolter, the
language arts coordinator for the district, wrote a grant to
enable the district to purchase the Gallagher books for all
of their schools and to promote these books for all K-2
students in order to balance the OBOB program at the
upper grades. In October Rhonda held a training session
for the teachers and used the packet prepared by EERC
for the September Gallagher program. She also purchased
a Gallagher packet and CD from the Emerald council for
each teacher who attended.This is a win-win collaboration
for both the district and the council. Because of this, we
expect to see a few more votes from our area this year.

The next event was our 12th Annual Literacy Confer-
ence.Although attendance was down, the 35 attendees
were very appreciative and had many positive comments
for the presen-
ters and organ-
izers.We
offered eight
sessions during
the day on a
variety of top-
ics for teachers
of K-12.We
ended the very
rewarding day
with board
members shar-
ing some favorite professional books and picture books—
along with yet another round of door prizes.

On January 9th we will present a Writing Workshop
program that will focus on some ideas about teaching
writing gathered from the work of Ralph Fletcher and
Katie Wood Ray and others.We hope many of our mem-
bers will also be able to hear Katie Wood Ray at the ORA
Winter Institute in February.

Submitted by Karen Antikajian

• MID-VALLEY READING COUNCIL

Mid-Valley’s Evenings of Professional Conversation

are “Eggsceptional”

November 15th found seventeen members of the
Mid-Valley Chapter of the ORA gathered at Tangent

Elementary for the second in our series of Evenings of
Professional Development. Rene Dernbach shared this
year’s nominees for the Patricia Gallagher Award and the
accompanying activity packet developed by Karen
Antikajian.We were both informed and entertained as
she read parts from each book using her many dramatic
voices and modeled building background knowledge
through the use of photographs and real objects.

We nibbled cactus candy as she told the story of
Cactus Soup by Eric Kimmel.The retelling of the tradi-
tional Stone Soup tale took on a Latin flavor while set in
Mexico.

We found the Plot Chickens by Mary Jane and Herm
Auch to be “eggsceptionally” clever with the many “egg”
puns. Other books by the Auch’s include Souperchicken,
Beauty and the Beaks, and Chickerella.

As we listened to Stanley’s Party written by Linda
Bailey and illustrated by Bill Slavin and received a lengthy
list of other “dog” stories, we saw the possibilities for our
students to compare and contrast canine stories.

Surprising Sharks by Nicola Davies, the one non-fic-
tion nominee, gave us a plethora of ideas for before, dur-
ing and after reading. In addition, the author’s use of simi-
le and figurative language could lead to further study dur-
ing writing time.

Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts brought tears to our
eyes as the main character learns the lesson of generosity.
The list of children’s literature with themes about tough
issues such as teasing, bullying, and poverty was extensive.

If your council is hosting Rene’s presentation, do not
hesitate to attend.You will come away with many class-
room ideas and activities to use with not only the Patricia
Gallagher books but many others as well.

Mid-Valley’s next Evening of Professional Conver-
sation will be held January 17 again at Tangent
Elementary, 31200 Old Oak Drive,Tangent 97389.The
topic of conversation will be Writing Across the Curri-
culum presented by Martha Kroessin from Lafayette.

Submitted by Cheryl Graham

• PORTLAND READING COUNCIL

Members of the Portland Reading Council enjoyed
many treats this fall including opportunities to meet and
greet as well as opportunities to learn and share.We
were treated to a spectacular Literacy Happy Hour with
special guest author David Michael Slater. He shared sto-
ries from his books, including the Sacred Books Series
and Cheese Louise, as well as his books for adult read-
ers. Members from all over the metro area enjoyed com-
plimentary appetizers at Chevy’s Restaurant in Lake

(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)

Making folded books at the conference
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Oswego while hearing
David’s insights and
perusing his books.We
look forward to more
exciting Literacy Happy
Hours in the future.

TAR groups are up
and running in PCIRA as
well.We have already
granted funds to several
groups, and more are on
the way.These profes-
sional book groups,
studying great authors
like Tovani and Marzano, are such a valuable member-
ship benefit.

Finally, new and current
members have taken advan-
tage of our two-for-one
membership offer and our
professional development
survey. It’s been so helpful
to hear what our members
are interested in learning
and what works best for
them.

The Portland Reading
Council has been very
busy! Visit us online at
pcira.wordpress.com, and

be sure to “like” us on Facebook!

Submitted by Becky Bard

• ROGUE VALLEY READING COUNCIL
The Rogue Valley Reading Council held its first

Roundtable Discussion at the Southern Oregon ESD on
Thursday, November 17. Members enjoyed refreshments,
materials, and a discussion on Boy Readers and Writers.

New member Jeannine Morgan, a new reading specialist
in the Medford area, was thrilled to be with other read-
ing teachers and instructional specialists. "They are very
supportive and generous with information," she said.

Participants took a quiz on how they respond to
boy behaviors in the classroom.The quiz was created by
Paul D. Slocumb, Ed.D., author of Hear Our Cry: Boys in
Crisis, and was provided by Penny Pavala from the
Portland Reading Council.After taking the test, teachers
rated their teaching styles as related to boys as having
Brick-wall responses, Jellyfish responses or Backbone
responses.This was a good starting point for our discus-
sion on how to motivate our male students to read.

Mary Palmer Nowland shared her notes from the
2008 Montana Reading Conference keynote speaker Dr.
William G. Brozo of George Mason University of
Tennessee. He suggested the following for getting boys
to read:

• Match reading material to interests outside of school.

• Provide texts with positive male archetypes (chief,
father, warrior, hero etc.).

• Give them entry points into newly discovered interests.

• Bridge competencies with familiar texts to academic 
literacy.

• Form cross-age mentorships (gender and cultural 
match).

In addition to the discussion and handouts, mem-
bers explored a website created by Jon Scieszka, author
of The Stinky Cheese Man. The website has fun ideas
and books lists for younger and older students, and
directions on how to start your own Guys Read Club.
His current project is a collection of short stories by
M.T.Anderson, Patrick Carman, Gennifer Choldenko,
Matt de la Pena, Margaret Peterson Haddix, Bruce Hale,
Jarrett J. Krosoczka,Anthony Horowitz,Walter Dean
Myers, and James Paterson called Guys Read:Thriller.
Check it out at www.guysread.com.

"I loved having the professional development
with others who are just as passionate about reaching
students and working to improve education as I am,"
said Kelly Singleton from the Eagle Point School District.
The council will host another Roundtable Discussion on
Thursday, March 1.

Submitted by Julie Rossi

• SUNSET READING COUNCIL

Celebration of Writing

Sunset Reading Council sponsored a “Celebration of
Writing Contest” for all students in Clatsop County. On
May 7, 2011 the winning students arrived at the Astoria

(continued from previous page)

David Michael Slater
signs his books

Rogue Valley Reading Council’s Roundtable Discussion

(continued on next page)

Enjoying the Literacy Happy Hour

http://pcira.wordpress.com


Your Council’s News
Could Be Here!

Library to read their prose or poetry. Fifteen of the hun-
dred entries were
awarded first place
certificates and $5.
Second and third
place winners
received certificates
and a lesser mone-
tary reward.The stu-
dent presentations
brought smiles
galore to the grand-
parents, parents,
friends and win-
ners. Kaylee Falleur

of Astor Elementary School was the winner in the kind-
ergarten division in the Celebration of Writing contest.

Jane Tucker, library director, and Patty Skinner, sen-
ior library assistant of children’s services, acted as host-
esses for the contest.The library supplied cookies and
sparkling cider for the celebration.The library supports
reading in the county by offering a summer reading pro-
gram and a winter preschool program as well as provid-
ing every student with a library card—all funded
through a grant program.

Submitted by Judy Fisher

• THREE SISTERS READING COUNCIL

“Read to Succeed” was the theme
of Three Sisters Reading Council's
annual bookmark contest.The contest
kicked off on International Literacy
Day, September 8th.Winners were cho-
sen by grade level and awarded a gift
certificate to a locally-owned book
store in their area. Participation was
high and our congratulations to the
winners. Check them out on the ORA
website.

Following in November, Rene
Dernbach presented the Pat
Gallagher Books to a captivated audience at High Desert
ESD on the evening of November 1st.About 15 people
enjoyed hearing the stories themselves, and about the
related books and activities.All members were given a
set of books and the activity packet produced by Karen
Antikajian.We garnered a couple of new members and
are so thankful to Rene for presenting and Karen for the
packets.We are also grateful that Rene didn't bring
snow with her this year!

Submitted by Mary Hawes

• UMPQUA READING COUNCIL

We are moving into the technical age with Sandra
and Katrina at the helm! We now have a wordpress web
page umpquareading@wordpress.com and an email so
interested people can write to our email address with
any questions they have. Our November 7th event was
Bookmaking with Barbara Rainey which was held at
Eastwood Elementary School’s Community Center.We
had over 16 participants along with several young girls
and we learned how to make three simple books using
scrapbook paper 12-by-12 inches in size. Barbara
showed us many of her beautifully made books of all
shapes and sizes. It was a successful event and several
new members joined.We are busy planning our January
Literacy Leader dessert and getting Patricia Gallagher
books sent out to the schools.

Submitted by Gail Jackson-Francis

• VINEYARD VALLEYS READING COUNCIL

Patricia Gallagher Workshop and TAR group

In October,Vineyard Valleys Reading Council had its
annual Patricia Gallagher Picure Award Workshop at
Grandhaven Elementary in McMinnville. Rene Dernbach
gave the presentation with her many books suggestions
and animated self.Teachers received a packet with
extentions for each book.We look forward to sharing
the books within our communities and then have the
students vote on a favorite book by May, 2012.

We had two TAR discussions of books from the
2011 Battle of the Books list.We read and discussed
Among the Hidden by Margeret Haddix and The Help
by Kathryn Stockett. Our next TAR meeting will be
January 23rd and we will discuss The Death and Life of
the American School System by Diane Ravitch.

You may view our website for further events and
TAR group information.
https://sites.google.com/site/vineyardvalleysread-
ingcouncil

Submitted by Heidi Reinker
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(continued from previous page)

Kaylee Falleur, Kindergarten Winner

Just submit your council news to Karen Antikajian in a
timely manner and we’ll do the rest.

Articles should describe events that have already taken
place and should be written in the past tense.
Photos should be in .jpg format, at least 144 dpi
and twice the size of the finished photo.

For more details, contact Editor Karen
Antikajian via email at: kantikajian@cvcable.com

Your Council’s News
Could Be Here!



I was recently in ‘heaven’. I spent almost two hours at
Powell’s Books in Portland and had a grand time! So many
books, but I had two hours to discover wonderful things!

No real theme this month, just some absolute gems. In
Front of My House by Marianne Dubuc, published by Kids
Can Press, is one of the gems I discovered.This is a capri-
cious celebration of a child’s imagination and the places it
can go.The circular story begins in a tidy front yard, goes
places inside the house, inside a book, beyond a forest, in a
cave, and more until it winds its way back to the little house
on a hill! So much more than the “If You Give a …” books
with much more voice!

I am not one to pick up books by celebrity authors.The
‘glitz’ usually doesn’t do much for me.That was not the case
with Dream Big Little Pig! By Kristi Yamaguchi, published
by Sourcebooks Jabberwocky. Poppy was a ‘pot-bellied, wad-
dling, toddling pig’ with BIG dreams. She wanted to be a star,
but soon found out that it isn’t all that easy to become one.
She dreamed of being a posh prima ballerina, but that didn’t
work out. Next she tried out for “Singing Stars” and that did-
n’t work out so well either. She also tried “Supermodel
Search,” which also wasn’t right.All through her attempts at
following her dream, Poppy’s friends and family encouraged
her;“Follow your Dreams!” said her mother,“You go, girl!”
said her grandparents and Emma told her to “Dream big,
pig!” Poppy does not give up and eventually finds something
that fits her just right. Poppy continued to dream too. She
didn’t stop once her one dream was fulfilled, but went on to
dream bigger and better dreams! Beautifully illustrated and
extremely encouraging.A great read!

This Plus That: Life’s Little Equations by Amy Krouse
Rosenthal is a find that I often imagine because it is so
unusual! Who would have thought that we could see equa-
tions in life rather than numbers. Rosenthal begins with 1 +
1 = us and moves on to things like dark + popcorn = movie.
She even sneaks some inequalities in as well! So creative and
what a great model for a class-made book!

Folks who know me well know that I have a pretty
extensive collection of alphabet books, and new ones always
intrigue me. I mean, how many ways can you create an
alphabet book? A Zeal of Zebras by
Woop Studios is one that I just found.
An embarrassment of pandas, a
galaxy of starfish, a shiver of
sharks, all collective nouns
used to describe their groups.
Woop Studios, who created
this book published by
Chronicle Books, is well
known for their work on
the Harry Potter movies.
The artwork is beau-
tiful and full of

design elements.This book belongs on a coffee table, not
just on the shelf.

If you have not yet met Pete the Cat I Love my White
Shoes and Pete the Cat Rocking in my School Shoes both by
Eric Litwin published by Harper you need to make it a point
to meet him. Pete is the consummate optimist! In I Love My
White Shoes, Pete keeps stepping in different things that
change the color of his shoes but it doesn’t matter.To him it
is “all good” as he sings about his shoes. In Rocking in My
School Shoes, Pete takes a tour of the school and never wor-
ries when he has never done something. He simply finds the
right thing to do and sings about his school shoes! A free
song is available on the Harper Collins website and the
directions for this are on the book jacket.We have already
had a ton of fun with this one!

“A star is how you know it’s almost night.As soon as you
see one, there’s another, and another.And the dark that
comes doesn’t feel so dark.”These are the beginning lines of
Stars by Mary Lyn Ray, published by Beach Lane Books.This
book is beautifully illustrated by Marla Frazee, two-time
Caldecott Honor winner.The book is a whimsical explo-
ration of many different kinds of stars, those near and those
far away.

In my search for books about books, I found Book
Speak! Poems about Books by Laura Purdie Salas, published
by Clarion Books.The poems are varied, from “Calling All
Readers” to “The Middle’s Lament:A Poem for Three Voices”
(discusses the role of beginning, middle & end), to “This is
the Book” (the roles of everyone involved in writing a book).
Fun, lyrical, and educational too!

Kate Banks has the next installment in her Max books.
Following Max’s Words and Max’s Dragon, she has now
given us Max’s Castle published by Farrar Straus Giroux.
When Max finds a pile of old forgotten blocks under his
bed, his brothers are curious about what is so special about
a bunch of old blocks. Max begins to build a castle with the
blocks (and the blocks spell parts of the castle!) and his
brothers are hooked! They too want a room in the castle.
Using a lot of word play, Max puts a BOAT in the MOAT and
turns PIRATES into RAT PIES.While Max declares himself
KING, he ‘dubs’ his brothers KNIGHTS (because in every

knight there is a king!).The boys
construct a DARK DUNGEON (and
in every dungeon there is a dragon, a
dog and a guard!) I have really loved
the Max books, but this is far and
away my very favorite! What a won-
derful imagination!

Who would have thought that
one could create an entire book
using just a dot! Dot, written by

graphic designer Patricia

Dr. Seuss

(continued on next page)
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Professional Development

Coming together as teaching professionals pro-
vides support when working on refining your
skills as a teacher.The setting can be in
someone’s living room, a local coffee
shop, or a great eatery in your town.
Professional learning takes place when
you are interested in reading, listening
to and watching others, and offering
your thoughts and experiences on a
particular topic. Having the right ‘tool’
makes the difference in success and
implementation.The Professional Development
Committee has some ideas for you and your coun-

cil to explore when gathering for these conversa-
tions.The following books have downloadable

study guides for your use. Check our
professional library for titles to bor-
row and then download the guides. If

purchasing copies is a problem, you
might jigsaw the text with each person
reading a chapter of his or her interest,
and reporting back using questions to
respond to from the guide.These ques-

tions might be printed off ahead of time
to allow participants to have ‘think time.’ By all
means, make this an enjoyable conversation sup-
porting each other’s growth as teachers.

Can’t afford the time for a book?  Try choosing
an article out of Reading Today or a journal. Make
copies, give them out ahead of time, and come
together for those conversations.What a great way
to deepen friendships and learn from each other.

Stenhouse Publications with study guides:
(visit www.stenhouse.com for more titles)

• Strategies That Work, (first and second editions)
by Stephanie Harvey and Anne Goudvis

• On the Same Page by Janet Allen

• Nonfiction Matters by Stephanie Harvey

• Are They Really Reading? By Jodi Crum Marshall

• Catching Readers Before They Fall by Pat
Johnson and Katie Keier

• Beyond Leveled Books, second edition, by Franki
Sibberson, Karen Szmusiak and Lisa Koch

Douglas Fisher and Nancy Frey have
a plethora of books under different publish-
ers,ASCD, Scholastic, Corwin. Most of their
work will have a downloadable study guide.
Just type their names in your Google bar
and their websites will come up. My person-
al favorites are: Better Learning Through
Structured Teaching, Guided Instruction:
How to Develop Confident and Successful
Learners, Learning Words Inside and Out
Gr. 1-6.All Fisher and Frey work is comfort-
able reading in a small book size.

ORAcle Page 9

shari.furtwangler@sps.lane.edu
Shari Furtwangler is a former K-5 classroom, special education

and Title I teacher. Currently principal of Thurston Elementary in
Springfield, she is an adjunct instructor at Pacific University in Eugene
and a past president of Mid-Valley Reading Council. She has taught
classes and workshops on children’s literature for the past 20 years.

Intriago and published by Farrar Straus Giroux is just such
a book. Some dots are loud, some quiet, some happy and
some sad. Some dots are even yummy! A very simple, yet
delightful and thought provoking book.A dot on every
page!

Last but not least, if you loved The Invention of Hugo
Cabret, you will want to  pick up Brian Selznick’s new
book, Wonderstruck published by Scholastic.Written in
the same form as Hugo Cabret, two characters lead almost
parallel lives—Ben, who longs for a father he never knew,
and Rose who dreams of a mysterious actress. Once again
a delightful mystery in words and pictures! 

Wow, lots of fun new titles, but I’d better save some
for the next issue.

Until then,

Happy Reading!

Shari

(continued from previous page)

Professional Development
By Kathy Moran, Committee Chair
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The Secondary Desk:

Building Young Authors
Peter Thacker, University of Portland, ORA Secondary Reading Chair

Recently, I sat in a student teacher’s sixth grade class-
room at Robert Gray Middle School watching an M.A.T. stu-
dent teaching her unit in Fear in Fiction, musing on the beau-
ty of what we can learn in English. I commonly observe stu-
dent teachers and find many moments to crow about, but
this time I am impressed with the entirety of the unit. Kelly
has a natural gift for using literature to teach students to
become better writers. I know that there are many of you
who have similar gifts, but I want to celebrate the teaching of
this young woman as a way of reminding ourselves that we
can tie an author’s creative act to apprenticing our students
as story writers.

My primary expectation of myself as a teacher is to give
students voice.What better way than through teaching stu-
dents to think like authors, to approach text with an intent to
find that which moves you and that which you want to make
more compelling.This is what Kelly has done with her twen-
ty-five youngsters, every single one of them.

When you walk into Room 126 while Kelly is teaching,
you notice total attention. Now what Kelly is teaching might
not always strike students as gripping, after all a PowerPoint
defining uni- and multi-dimensional characters can be tiring,
but somehow she has communicated the worth of under-
standing elements of plot, character, and voice. Students listen
to stories ready to critique, knowing that they are on the
verge of writing pieces they want others to hear with dread
or incertitude or horror.After all, the unit dovetails nicely
with Halloween.

Initially, students are perusing ways writers use to “hook”
readers. Kelly has found first paragraphs from the likes of
Virginia Woolf, Charles Dickens, George Orwell and Gabriel
Garcia Marquez.These sixth graders are undaunted.They note
what they like, whether they find the hook to be compelling,
and along the way begin to hone their skills as critics.

Following this venture into serious literature, Kelly
directs students to two possible beginnings for each of four
stories, all of which she has penned. Each story has one
beginning written in a general manner and another in a more
elaborated way that draws readers into details that make
them want to continue reading. Students don’t know which
is which, but get to choose individually which is most effec-
tive for them, then place a sticky note describing why one is
better than the other on a sheet that has the two possible
hooks on it, for all four openings. Students finally argue for
their choices, noting the elements that made the beginnings
weak or strong.

After finishing the discussion that proceeds from the cri-
tique, students form table groups to share the first several
paragraphs of their SSR books, talking with each other about
whether they feel drawn in and why.A teacher-created work-
sheet helps students focus on the hook, rate it, and explain
their reasoning. Students avidly discuss the merit of authors’
choices.As a bonus, some ask to read a book because they
are so drawn in.

Kelly uses accessible, good literature to interest students.

For plot elements she has students remember “The Three
Little Pigs,” reminding them of the story with projected
images. Students feel comfortable with breaking it down into
exposition through denouement. But she doesn’t rest there.
Roald Dahl’s demonic humor follows in “Lamb to the
Slaughter.”What fun to pull apart the arc of Dahl’s plot, all the
way down to the bone.

In another class, Kelly reads stories from Susan Rich’s
Half Minute Horrors, asking students what strikes them.
Hands go up all over the room, and five minutes later we
have been through a critiquing of how suspense was main-
tained, what made what scary, and whether the writing was
effective. One girl contradicts others who are enamored with
the Twilight Zone-style plots. She says,“I want to see more of
what happens in the middle. I can think of details she could
add that would make it even scarier.”

Students get introduced to Chris Van Allsburg’s The
Mysteries of Harris Burdick. What are the stories behind
these alluring captioned pictures? Can we write the story
that will elicit a fearful scream? Go for it, kids! 

The children are finding stories.They are asked to create
a story arc, to build quirky characters, to infuse the setting
with suspense-building details and dialogue. First drafts are
crafted. Now comes the hard part: peer review and re-draft-
ing. Each reader describes two strong details and makes a
comment on one thing that could make the story better.As
one student comments in her reflection on this assignment:
“sometimes things made sense to me, but not to other peo-
ple.”Write, write, write, but do so consciously:“I was editing
and figuring out the best words to use and where to put
them,” reflected another student.“It was hard to try to leave a
hint of mystery,” muses a third. Some enthuse through three,
even four drafts; some fight the process.

In the end, the children create pieces that hook their
readers:“There once lived a man named John who lived a
very normal life…”; “There was a chill in the autumn air and
Jennifer Parker wasn’t happy.To her it only meant one thing:
a new winter coat from the thrift store.”They go on to use
details that bring us deeper in: “One day he was eating a TV
dinner for breakfast, sitting by his non-crackling electric fire
on a moldy, old sofa he stole from his grandmother, when he
saw the carpet twitch;” “ ‘Come on boys,’ said Troy, eerily
calm.”And finally they leave us suspended: “I looked in my
planner in horror that the day was December 21st 2012;”“the
ropes around the deck uncoiled and he floated, screaming,
away from a burning Normandy, France.”

As students have deconstructed short stories with a criti-
cal eye, they have also begun to employ the devices authors
use to engage their readers.These sixth-grade readers, and
they range from kids on I.E.P.s to TAG students, are becoming
authors through attending to their authoritative reader and
authorial stances.The results are truly impressive. Sometimes
even our novice teachers can teach us old codgers how bet-
ter to build excitement for analysis—analysis which builds
towards self-expression!



The results of the most recent “What’s Hot,What’s
Not” literacy survey were published in the October/Nov-
ember 2011 Reading Today.The respondents were in
total agreement that writing should be a hot topic but
also agreed that writing is not. That result prompted me
to summarize some recent research on writing.

The National Literacy Trust released the results of a
comprehensive survey of over 17,000 young people
(ages 8 to 16) in the United Kingdom conducted in 2009.
While not tapping into data from the United States the
results still have implications for us.The purpose of the
study was to determine the level of enjoyment for read-
ing and writing, the types of texts young people read and
write, the frequency of their reading and writing, their
perceptions of themselves as readers and writers, and
their attitudes toward reading and writing. (The full
report is available online.
http://www.scribd.com/doc/66196940/Attitudes-
Towards-Reading-Writing-Final-2011)

The good news is that more than half of the students
indicated that they enjoyed writing although 13% said
they didn’t enjoy writing at all.The finding that girls
enjoy writing more than boys concurs with other
research (Graham, Berninger & Fan, 2007; Knudson,
2001). Enjoyment of writing declines with age, another
finding similar to that of Graham, Berninger & Fan, 2007.
The Literacy Trust study also confirmed a consistent
research finding that enjoyment of writing is correlated
with ability.Those who struggle with writing are much
less likely to enjoy writing (8%) as compared to those
who write well (60%). One interesting finding of the
study is that students’ self-report of their writing ability is
strongly related to formal assessments of their ability.

Another aspect of the study examined students’
views about what it means to be a good writer.Younger
students and boys were more likely to name technical
aspects such as handwriting and being neat. Older stu-
dents were more likely to mention using one’s imagina-
tion.The high-achieving writers contributed process ideas
such as trying out things, checking one’s work, reading a
lot, and talking about writing. These findings are similar
to those of Graham & Olinghouse (2009) who reported
that older students had greater knowledge about the role
of processes.

The results indicate that about 1/3 of the students
write almost every day, another 1/4 write two or three
times a week but about 20% never write other than for
school assignments.The most popular modes of writing
use technology such as text messages, emails, or social
networking sites. Low-income students were more likely
to write using technology than higher income students.

A study of U. S. students (Coe, J. E. L & Oakhill, J.V. , 2011)
found that poor readers spent more minutes per day
using their phones for text messaging than good readers .

A national study of writing for high school students
in the United States was reported in 2009 (Kiuhara, S.A.,
Graham, S. & Hawken, L.).A random sample of 361 high
school language arts, social studies and science teachers
reported their writing practices, their writing assess-
ments, their beliefs about writing, and the type of writing
their students did.The authors concluded that most writ-
ing assignments resulted in low levels of thinking and
fewer than half of the teachers assigned multi-paragraph
writing at least once a month. Most teachers reported
knowing evidence-based practices but they seldom used
these practices.The teachers also indicated that they felt
ill-prepared to teach writing and were not receiving staff
development in the area of writing.The researchers con-
cluded that the results of the study raised concerns about
the quality of high school writing instruction.

The National Trust survey reveals that the joy of writ-
ing has not reached half the students.The teacher survey
reveals that teachers feel a need to improve student expe-
riences with writing.With the adoption of the Common
Core State Standards in English Language Arts and
Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical
Subjects, all teachers must be teachers of writing. It is a
critical time for providing teachers with the support they
need to help all students enjoy and achieve in writing.
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Writing:  It Should Be Hot!
by Carol Lauritzen, Research and Studies Chair
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As a Middle School ESL teacher I recognize my stu-
dents’ needs for increasing their vocabularies. I also know
that they need multiple exposures to words and I under-
stand that quick, focused vocabulary lessons throughout
our four-to-six-week units will keep the vocabulary learn-
ing engaging and cumulative. Here’s my process:

Selecting the Words

Before introducing students to a unit of study, I have
reviewed the lessons presented in our required grammar
book and made decisions about the theme to be extracted
and supplemented with other resources so that the gram-
matical language goals will be embedded in a context of
content. Key resources are previewed and a list of vocabu-
lary words is developed and narrowed down to words that
support the key concepts to be presented and are chal-
lenging for the English level of my students. Once I have
these key 8-12 vocabulary words, I develop introductory
and application lessons for the words and weave these
exercises in throughout the unit.

Introduction Activities

Day One - A short pre-test on the words is given with stu-
dents recording the words that are presented visually
and orally.They are invited to write possible meanings,
synonyms and antonyms, and use the words in a sen-
tence. Once these are collected and used to further
inform the application activities, partners or small
groups discuss the words and decide on brief definitions
that can be shared with the whole group.A temporary
whole group word/definition chart is made and dis-
played.

Day Two – In a word-flash pronunciation game the words
are reviewed and students correctly record each word
on the front of a 3 x 5” card. On the board the brief defi-
nitions for the words are randomly written in different
colors. Next I tell the students a vocabulary story
using the words.The stories are often about the students
and our school or community or they may be about my
experiences and they include references to the word
definitions.The stories are short and they are augmented
with appropriate pictures, realia, and possibly music.

On the second telling, the students eagerly match the
targeted words with the posted definitions.The correct
definitions are then put on the back of the 3 x 5” cards.We
review our temporary vocabulary chart and a student vol-
unteer accurately makes a permanent chart for our word
wall. (As word wall charts accumulate throughout the
school year they can be referred to and used in unit-cross-
ing vocabulary application activities and in noting words
that have multiple meanings as well as highlighting cog-
nates.This is true also of the student Word Wise journals
that are used on Day Three.)

Day Three – A scrambled word-flash pronunciation game
is played and, working with partners, students match

words to definitions using their sets of 3 x 5” cards.

Synonyms and antonyms are randomly written on the
board with synonyms one color and antonyms a differ-
ent color.Working with a partner or in a small table
group, students make decisions about which synonyms
and antonyms match their vocabulary words.With con-
firmations, students then record the words, definitions,
and synonyms/antonyms on a chart in their Word Wise
journals.These charts need to be accurate in content
and spelling, as they will be used in the vocabulary
application games that follow.Words with multiple
meanings can be discussed and cognates highlighted.

Word   Definition Other Forms   Synonyms   Antonyms    Multiple    Cognates
of the Word Meanings

Day Four – Words are reviewed with a synonym, antonym
or definition flash.As these are flashed on a screen, stu-
dents’ call out the correct vocabulary words or it can be
done silently with students flashing the words using
their 3 x 5” cards.

By projecting cloze sentences that use the vocabulary
words and related word inflections, students are intro-
duced to the different forms of the targeted words.This
information is added to their Word Wise charts and affixes
are highlighted.

Application Activities

Let’s Write – Each subsequent day students will be asked
two questions about their vocabulary words based on
their charts.They write their responses in their Word
Wise journals using complete sentences, correct syntax
and punctuation. Question example: ________________ is
a synonym for which vocabulary word? Students are
encouraged to write elaboration sentences each day.
Response example: ________________ is a synonym for
_______________. Both words mean ____________________.

Cloze Stories and Dialogs - At least once a week stu-
dents working with a partner use their words to com-
plete short cloze stories and dialogs.These are read and
re-read with different partners to practice fluency and
students often like to write their own short stories or
dialogs using the targeted words.

Configuration Plus – using small squares the configura-
tions of the vocabulary words are flashed on a screen
and students identify the correct word and use it in a
sentence.This can be played as a competition by divid-
ing the class into two teams.

Synonym/Antonym Swat - The vocabulary words with
one synonym and one antonym for each are randomly
written on the board and the room is divided into two

Word Wise: Engaging, Effective Vocabulary Activities
By Rene Dernbach, ELL Chairperson

(continued on next page)
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Patricia Gallagher Award Nominee
Books Are in Your Area!

Again this year we have an outstanding group of picture books for sharing with your class!
These books have it all: writing skills, non-fiction, folktales, family/friend relationships and just plain fun!

Be sure your children get to enjoy them and vote for their favorite.

Most local reading councils have purchased a number of Gallagher sets that are being routed through-
out their area. Local councils often provide a variety of ideas and activities which teachers may use
with their classes.To find what is available in your area, check with your local reading council leader-
ship or go to www.oregonread.org/gallagheraward12.html for additional information.

Votes need to be reported by May 1, 2012, by mail, phone or email to:

Beverly Farris   
5046 Riley Ct. SE      — or — dbfarris62@msn.com
Salem, OR 97306

503-371-1684 

The Plot Chickens
Mary Jane Auch

and 
Herm Auch

Stanley’s Party
Linda Bailey,

Illustrated
by Bill Slavin

Those Shoes
Maribeth Boelts

Illustrated
by Noah Z. Jones

Surprising Sharks
Nicola Davies,

Illustrated
by James Croft

Cactus Soup
Eric Kimmel,
Illustrated

by Phil Huling



Many of you are responsible for writing articles for
publication, preparing handouts, or editing newslet-

ters.Are you up-to-date on the conventions of word process-
ing or are you still in the age of the typewriter? Check your
skills with the following quiz.

Do you:
• type one space after periods, commas, colons, semi-

colons, exclamation points, question marks, parenthe-
ses, and any other punctuation?

• know where punctuation belongs when using quota-
tion marks?

• know the differences between hyphens, en dashes,
and em dashes; when to use each; and how to type
them?

• know how to use the tab key to indent (not the
space key) and the center justify option to center a
title or text (not the tab key)?

• know better than to underline text such as titles of
books or headings of paragraphs using the underline
option?

• rarely use all caps, and when you do it is certainly
not under the mistaken assumption that all caps are
easier to read?

• choose fonts appropriate for the purpose (readability
and legibility)?

If you use a Mac, do you:
� know how to use the Key Caps desk accessory

with a Mac to access special characters such as ©, ¢,
or ÷? 

� know how to place accent marks over the appro-
priate letters, as in résumé, el niño, or sí?

There are a few more, but if we all follow these basic
rules, our documents will have a professional look.

Now for a little more information about why we have these
conventions:

With computers most of the fonts are proportional
(except for mono fonts like courier). Proportional fonts adjust
the spacing according to the width of the specific letters.
Because the letters fit closer together we no longer need the
two spaces between sentences. In fact, using two spaces
makes it harder to read. Look at any book or magazine and
you will find only one space between sentences.

The British and American styles of punctuation are
slightly different.The American style: insists that:

�� Commas and periods are always placed inside the
quotation marks. Always.

�� Colons and semicolons go outside the quotation
marks.

�� Question marks and exclamation points go in or out,
depending on whether they belong to the material inside the
quote or not.

�� If more than one paragraph is quoted, the double
quote is placed at the beginning of each paragraph, but only
at the end of the last one.

Like the three bears, hyphens, en dashes, and em
dashes look alike except for size. Hyphens are the

shortest, en dashes are middle-sized, and em dashes are the
longest.They each have a different use.

A hyphen (-) is used to link words or to split a word at
the end of a line.

An en dash (–) gets its name because it is approximately
the width of a capital letter N.There is usually no space on
either side. It indicates a duration and is used where you
might use the word ‘to’ such as October–December,
7:30–8:30, or 3–5 years. It can also be used if you already have
hyphenated words: high-class–high-energy lifestyle. (with a
Mac, type option/hyphen)

An em dash (—) (the width of a capital M) is used in a
manner similar to a colon or parentheses or indicates a
change of thought, an aside, or an emphasis.There are no
spaces on either side of an em dash. (with a Mac, type
option/shift/hyphen)

The tab key is used to align text or to indent para-
graphs. Because of proportional letters, using the

space bar is not consistent. It is also time consuming—espe-
cially for the editor who needs to delete each space before
formatting it correctly.The center justify option should be
used to center titles or text that will remain centered even if
margins are changed (as long as they are the same on both
sides).You should be able to adjust margins and set tabs for
different purposes.

Using the underline option makes the text a little
harder to read because it is too close to the baseline

of the letters.With other options such as bold, larger fonts, dif-
ferent fonts, and italic, underlining is a poor choice. It should
never be used for titles of books.Those should be italicized. If
you do need a line, create one with the line tool so you can
leave more space.

In the days of typewriters, the only way to make
something stand out was to use caps. Now we have

many superior options.When a word is all caps, we have to
read letter by letter rather than by recognizing groups of let-
ters because the tops and bottoms are all the same height.
Caps work for headlines or titles, though rarely for sentences.
If all caps are used in an email message they give the impres-
sion of shouting. Using them in an email address seems pre-
tentious.
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Word Processing is Not Typing
by Karen Antikajian

(continued on next page)



The voice was familiar, and it carried across the
restaurant where I had met some colleagues for a bite to
eat after school.“Mom! Mom! Look! That’s my teacher! It’s
Mrs. Higgins!” I turned to locate the source, just as its
owner made his way to my table. I smiled at the excited
six-year-old who had chanced to encounter his first grade
teacher at the local Mexican restaurant. His eyes grew
wide as he surveyed my dinner.“Mrs. Higgins,” he cried in
disbelief.“You eat tacos?”

“Why, yes,Anthony.As a matter of fact, I do.”

That chance meeting took place over twenty years
ago in my first year of teaching, and I’ll never forget what
a seemingly big deal it was for Anthony to have this in
common with his teacher. Nor did it escape me how
closely I was observed.

Fast forward a few years to my new fifth grade class-
room in which I was mentioning an incident that had
taken place at book club the night before. Similar reaction
to the tacos.“You read books?”

“Well, yes! As a matter of fact I do!”

Once again, a bit of incredulity on their part at this
commonality with their teacher. Once again, a bit of
incredulity on my part at how closely I was observed.

As teachers we can never underestimate the influence
we have over the children in our care, and this is especial-
ly true for reading. Our attitudes toward reading most cer-
tainly affect the attitudes of our students.Additionally,
studies indicate that not just our beliefs but our reading
habits “may have a significant effect on the motivation
and engagement levels of [our] students.” (Applegate &
Applegate, 2004). If all we do is teach the fundamentals of
reading—even if we teach them well—we run the risk of 

creating aliterate readers, or readers who have the cog-

nitive ability to read, but choose not to do so.

Not only do book groups help model a high level of
engagement with reading, book groups allow the opportu-

nity to converse critically over shared material. In so
doing, we hone the skills we expect from engaged read-
ers, becoming better facilitators in the acquisition of those
skills for our students.

This year, as in past years,TAR (Teachers as Readers)
groups exist in all manner of formats: student groups, pro-
fessional groups, adult literature, children’s literature, and
author studies. Groups meet in a variety of locations, from
restaurants to members’ homes to tracks at a local school
for an afternoon ‘walk-and-talk’. Do I think there’s a TAR
group for you? Do I think a TAR group would enhance
your teaching? Do I hope you’ll consider joining a TAR
group in your council?

As a matter of fact, I do .
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As A Matter of Fact, I Do
Stephanie Higgins, TAR Coordinator

Using a specialized font for a large block of text is as
inconsiderate as using all caps.Again, styl-
ized fonts can work for headlines or titles
but should be avoided for paragraph writ-
ing. Should you choose a serif font (like
Times Roman with the
extra little parts) or

sans serif (without serif) such as Helvetica?
Studies have shown that serif type is more
readable for extended text such as books
and magazines while sans serif seems to be
easier to recognize at a glance (for short
text, advertisements, titles). Look at some
of your favorite books and publications.What do they use?

In newspapers the headlines are often sans serif with the
articles in a serif font.

With a Mac, you can access a variety of special characters
by using the option or shift key (or both) while typing a
letter.This is known as using Key Caps.There are charts to
show the hidden symbols or you can use an inexpensive
program such as PopChar with a drop down menu that lets
you click on the symbol you want.

For accent marks, type option+e and then another letter
such as e or a and you will get that letter with an accent: é, á.
The same is done with option+n and typing n to get ñ.There
are other combinations that are not used as frequently.

Sources: The Mac is Not a Typewriter and Beyond
the Mac is Not a Typewriter by Robin Williams.

(continued from previous page)
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Word Processing is Not Typing
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The following are recent activities and legislation that
affect education:

❖ Teach.gov is no longer a government website. It was
‘awarded’ to Microsoft. Bill Gates says he will,“work
to bring other corporate partners on to the cam-
paign.”At this point it still looks like a nonprofit,
government website.Very misleading.

❖ HR 2218/S.1566 (Empowering Parents through
Quality Charter Schools Act) passed the House in
September.As of this writing, it is in the Senate ‘HELP’
committee. See the Parents Across America position
statement at Parents Across America on HR2218.
Follow this and other legislation on GovTrack.us

❖ Oregon has a fledgling chapter of Parents Across
America. It is currently working through the SOS
Oregon Facebook page.You can learn more about
their activities on the national PAA website.

❖ The ESEA Reauthorization passed the Senate ‘HELP’
committee.

Some changes include:

• Name  (We are back to ESEA. It will no longer be
called NCLB)

• Punishing the lowest scoring 5% of schools in each
state (this replaces AYP)

• Adding a seventh ‘turnaround’ choice—states create
their own and submit to U.S. Secretary of Education

• Requiring principals in ‘turnaround’ schools have a
background in ‘school improvement’ (Broad
Academy?)

• Holding teacher education programs accountable
for “producing educators who demonstrate the abil-
ity to boost student achievement (test scores)
before they graduate.”

See the Parents Across America position statement

Parents Across America on Reforming NCLB

The Forum on Education Accountability (FEA),
which is made up of dozens of education, civil
rights, disability and religious groups, convinced
the committee to drop the use of test scores for
evaluating teachers and principals.This may
change now that it’s open to the full senate.

❖ Unlike the house, senate committee members hold no
more sway than any single senator, so weigh in with your
senator. Legislators are hearing a very narrow view of
education reform, so educators need to let politicians
know how legislation is hitting the ground in local
schools.

❖ Bill Gates transferred several high-level staff members to
the US Department of Education.

❖ The Walton family (Wal-Mart) infused an additional $20
billion into their private philanthropy, most of it ear-

marked for education “reform”— the euphemism for
school privatization.

❖ Mr. Bill “Class Size Doesn’t Matter” Gates who defines
‘effectiveness’ as the ability to increase test scores, pumps
money into think tanks, Education Nation, NPR,
Education Week, and many other entities. He gives huge
sums of money to advocacy groups, like Teach Plus, Stand
for Children, and Students First, and discovers they are
willing to lobby on behalf of the issues he values.

❖ See more on the Billionaire Boys Club from Diane
Ravitch and Deb Meier’s blog “Bridging the Differences”
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/Bridging-Differences/
2011/11/billionaires_for_education_ref.html

“ For me, as a historian, the scary part is
that our public schools have never before
been subject to such a sustained assault on
their very foundations. Never before were
there so many people, with such vast
resources, intent on dismantling public
education.What does this mean for the
future of public education? What does it
mean for our democracy?”

Diane Ravitch

Advocacy Report
By Michelle Newsum

Improving
Informational Writing

By Karen Antikajian

Does the informational writing your students
turn in often have a cookie-cutter or formulaic style?
Does one after another piece of writing sound the
same? Perhaps your students need a few suggestions
to help them spice up their writing by using some
specific author craft such as speaking to the reader,
choosing a good lead, using an ending related to the
lead, mentioning specific details and using similes to
connect new concepts to those more familiar.

A list of twenty-five suggested writing techniques
along with mentor text suggestions can be found
here. It helps students to see how published authors
use this craft. Reading aloud examples of each tech-
nique from mentor texts and discussing how the
author utilized it will help students see how effec-
tive these techniques can be.The best texts are ones
that have many examples of the various techniques.
For instance, in Surprising Sharks, one of the
Patricia Gallagher books for this year, author Nicola
Davies and illustrator James Croft use at least six-
teen of the twenty-five on the list.The author’s other
excellent informational books use some of the ones
not included in Surprising Sharks.
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Check your Local Council web pages to see what is scheduled so far for the year.
Important dates are also listed on the ORA website Calendar page. Many councils have
scheduled programs to introduce the new Patricia Gallagher nominated books. Check the

Patricia Gallagher Picture Book Award page on the web to find out when and where
they are scheduled. Other councils are holding a series of  “Professional Conversations” and other profes-
sional development programs. Check your local council page and the councils that are in your area. Keep
track of your council’s events through their web and facebook pages. Stay connected.

Multi-Media In EducationMulti-Media In Education
When school conferences begin, teachers prepare

many different forms of communication for parents
and families at our school.A teacher in second grade
made an on-going slide show featuring photographs
of students writing a story.The teacher used digital
still and video cameras to photograph students.As stu-
dents tell the story using pictures and writing, music
plays in the background. During the conferences, par-
ents view student learning on the digital whiteboard
in the classroom. Students are able to explain the
learning process to their parents. Students are sur-
rounded by digital media and media choices in the
21st century and need to understand how to best
apply the media resources available for learning.
Students in her second grade classroom were able to
create effective communication products such as a
video about writing.

In another classroom, students create an audio
podcast weekly to share class assignments on their
class website. Students are excited to collaborate in a
team as they prepare the audio podcast and share the
podcast with families at home.As access to the
Internet grows, more learning is occurring online,
after school, at home, in libraries and cafes. Students

in this fifth grade classroom also made commercials
about homework ideas and posted them on their class
website as audio blogs.

This summer I traveled to Reggio Emilia, Italy, to
visit the Reggio Emilia school. One of the most inter-
esting learning experiences was viewing the docu-
mentation panels at the school.The panels displayed
authentic writing, photographs and student drawing
in individual and group learning.The spaces on the
panels also showed student-learning with a video pod-
cast.As I walked through the panels, I was able to
learn so much about the learning at the school.When
I returned to my classroom in the fall, I started to cre-
ate a documentation panel on student learning that
displays photographs, technology, and word-processed
documents about pioneers and quilting.

I teach at Hogan Cedars Elementary School. Our
school has a technology committee that works on
staff development and offers classes to teachers at the
school. Our school uses computers in a lab, in a rov-
ing lab with laptops, and in pod settings. Collabora-
tion and staff development is the key to technology
success at our school. Multi-media technologies are
essential in 21st century learning.

By Sandy Duty, Committee Chairperson

The Oregon Reading Association
website at:

http://www.oregonread.org

— Calendar of Events: —
January 6, 2012 – Deadline for submissions to Letters About Literature Contest
February 10-11, 2012 – ORA Winter Institute at the Crowne Plaza in Portland, OR
March 2, 2012 – Read Across America - Celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday.
April 29-May 2, 2012 – 57th IRA Annual Convention in Chicago, IL
May 1, 2012 – Votes due for the Patricia Gallagher Award
May 7-13, 2012 – National Children’s Book Week




