The Biddy Mason Story*

adapted for Readers Theatre

5 Readers

Reader 3:   This is the story of Biddy Mason.

Reader 4:   Born, August 18, 1818.

Reader 5:   
in Mississippi or Georgia.

Reader 1:   Who knows?

Reader 2:   In 1836 

Reader 5:   
purchased by the Smiths,

Reader 1:   
taken to their plantation in Logtown, Mississippi.

Reader 3:   Couldn’t read or write.

Reader 4:   No formal education.

Reader 5:   Did learn midwifery and herbal medicines.

Reader 2:   In  1847

Reader 5:   
the Smiths move to the Utah Territory,

Reader 4:   
a 2000 mile trek—slaves included.

Reader 3:   Biddy walked the 2000 miles 

Reader 1:   
herding the cattle,

Reader 3:   
preparing meals,

Reader 4:   
acting as a midwife,

Reader 5:   
caring for her own three daughter,

Reader 1:   
whose father was reputedly Smith.
Reader 2:   In 1851    

Reader 3:   
Smith and his slaves moved again

Reader 4:   
this time to Southern California. 

Reader 2:   In 1855    

Reader 1:   
Smith decided to move once more to Texas,

Reader 3:   
a slave state!

Reader 2:   But . . .

Reader 4:   Their departure was interrupted 

Reader 3:   
by the Los Angeles sheriff, 

Reader 5:   
who served Smith a writ of habeas corpus on behalf of Biddy.

Reader 1:   Because,

Reader 2:   
in 1850

Reader 3:   
California had been admitted to the Union

Reader 5:   
as a free state

Reader 4:   
and Biddy knew this!

Reader 3:   Slavery was prohibited.

Reader 5:   Even though Biddy was not allowed

Reader 1:   
to appear in court . . .

Reader 3:   
she was an African-American!

Reader 2:   In 1856 

Reader 4:   
the judge granted Biddy and her three daughters

Reader 5:   
their freedom.

Reader 1:   Biddy moved to Los Angeles, 

Reader 4:   
assisting in hundreds of births 

Reader 3:   
to mothers of all races and social classes. 

Reader 2:   In 1866,

Reader 5:   
after saving her money,

Reader 4:   
living frugally 

Reader 1:   
she bought a house on Spring Street for $250!

Reader 3:   The first black women to own land in Los Angeles!!

Reader 2:   In 1988,

Reader 4:   
Biddy sold a parcel of land for $1500, 

Reader 1:   
then built a commercial building and rental spaces.

Reader 5:   The area became the central commercial district of Los Angeles.

Reader 3:   Through wise business 

Reader 1:   
and wise real estate decisions

Reader 4:   
she acquired more land

Reader 3:   
and accumulated a fortune of $300,000.

Reader 5:   And now Grandma Mason

Reader 4:   Donated generously 

Reader 3:   
to black churches,

Reader 4:   
to white churches, 

Reader 5:   
to prison inmates.

Reader 1:   
to the poor,

Reader 3:   
to orphans,

Reader 4:   
to start the 

Reader 5:   
First African Methodist Episcopal Church

Reader 4:   
the first black church in Los Angeles.

Reader 2:   In 1891   

Reader 1:   
at the age of 73:    

Reader 3:   
she was buried in an unmarked grave.

Reader 2:   In 1988 a tombstone was erected

Reader 5:   
honoring her accomplishments for the city of Los Angeles.

Reader 4:   From the deep south

Reader 3:   
to the center of LA

Reader 1:   
her accomplishments live on!!

*taken in part from http://www.lkwdpl.org/wihohio/maso-bid.htm
