One, Two Buckle My Shoe 
adapted for Readers Theatre by Melvin Campbell

[4 Readers]


Reader 1:
This poem requires  four readers.


Reader 2:
Let each of us introduce ourselves.


Reader 3:
Reader One is 


Reader 1:




.


Reader 4:
Reader Two is


Reader 2:




.


Reader 1:
Reader Three is 


Reader 3:




.


Reader 2:
Reader Four is 


Reader 4:




.


Reader 1:
We can already count—


Reader 2:
One, two,


Reader 3:

three, four.


Reader 4:

five, six,


Reader 1:

seven, eight.


Reader 2:
And can even count backwards.


Reader 4:
Four,


Reader 3:

three,


Reader 2:

two,


Reader 1:

one.


All Readers:

zero.


Reader 4:
Here is a poem 


Reader 3:

that makes counting 


Reader 2:

fun listening to.


Reader 1:
One, two,


All Readers:

buckle my shoe.


Reader 3:
Three, four,


All Readers:

shut the door.


Reader 1:
Five, six,


All Readers:

pick up sticks.


Reader 3:
Seven, eight,


All Readers:

lay them straight.


Reader 2:
Nine, ten,


All Readers:

a good fat hen.


Reader 4:
Eleven, twelve,


All Readers:

ring the bells.


Reader 1:
Thirteen, fourteen,


All Readers:

maids are courting.


Reader 3:
Fifteen, sixteen,


All Readers:

boys are jumping.


Reader 4:
Seventeen, eighteen,


All Readers:

kids are waiting.


Reader 2:
Nineteen, twenty,


All Readers:

my plate's empty.


Reader 1:
Have you heard it this way?


Reader 2:
Buckle my shoe,


Reader 1:

one or two.


Reader 4:
Shut the door,


Reader 3:

three times or four.


Reader 2:
Pick up sticks,


Reader 1:

five bundles or six.


Reader 4:
Lay them straight,


Reader 3:

seven times maybe eight.


Reader 1:
A good fat hen,


Reader 2:

nine pounds or ten.


Reader 1:
Ring the bells,


Reader 4:

eleven, twelve.


Reader 4:
Maids are courting,


Reader 1:

thirteen, are there fourteen?


Reader 2:
Boys are jumping,


Reader 3:

fifteen sometimes sixteen.


Reader 1:
Kids are waiting,


Reader 4:

seventeen kids, eighteen.


Reader 3:
My platter's empty,


Reader 2:

nineteen helpings, twenty,


Reader 1:
We can also count by two.


Reader 2:
Two-shoes.


Reader 3:
Four-doors.


All Readers:
Six-sticks


Reader 3:
Eight-straight.


Reader 2:
Ten-hens.


Reader 1:
Twelve-bells.


All Readers:
Fourteen-courting.


Reader 4:
Sixteen-jumping.


Reader 2:
Eighteen-waiting.


Reader 1:
Twenty-platter.


Reader 1:
We can also count by two  


Reader 2:

which will be new to you.


Reader 4:
One-fun.


Reader 3:
Three-money.


All Readers:
Five-dive.


Reader 2:
Seven-heaven.


Reader 3:
Nine-climb.


Reader 4:
Eleven-more heaven.


Reader 2:
Thirteen-singing.


All Readers:
Fifteen-playing.


Reader 4:
Seventeen-laughing.


Reader 1:
Nineteen-jumping


All Readers:
Twenty one-more fun.
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