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The Gettysburg Address
by Abraham Lincoln 

Adapted for Readers Theatre

6 Readers: Reader 1, 2; Chorus 1, 2, 3, 4
PROLOGUE


Reader 1:
The battle of Gettysburg,


Reader 2:

the turning point of the Civil War,


Reader 1:

occurred in July, 1863.


Reader 2:
The grounds were consecrated 


Reader 1:

as a new cemetery in November of that same year.


Reader 2:
Edward Everett was asked to give the principal oration.


Reader 1:
He was a noted preacher, 


Reader 2:

a professor of Greek,


Reader 1:

a president of Harvard, 


Reader 2:

a United States Senator,


Reader 1:

a Secretary of State.


Reader 2:
Abraham Lincoln was also asked to give 


Reader 1:

a few appropriate remarks.


Reader 2:
He attended school less than one year.  He was


Reader 1:

a log splitter


Reader 2:

a lawyer,


Reader 1:

a representative,


Reader 2:

and President of the United States.


Reader 1:
Everett’s long oration was given by heart.


Reader 2:
Lincoln’s short address was given from the heart.


Reader 1:
And now the Gettysburg Address by Abraham Lincoln.

ADDRESS


Reader 1:
Four score and seven years ago . . .


Chorus 1:
That is only 87 years ago!


Reader 2:

our fathers . . .  


Chorus 2:
The Smiths,


Chorus 3:

the Schaffers,


Chorus 4:

the Cutshalls,


Chorus 1:

the Johnsons,


Chorus 2:

the Swinsons,


Chorus 3:

the Borgs.


Reader 1:

brought forth on this continent, North America


Reader 2:

a new nation conceived in Liberty, 


Reader 1:

and dedicated to the proposition 


Reader 2:

that all men are created equal. 


Chorus 1:
Equal?


Chorus 4:
Not in wealth!


Chorus 2:
Certainly not in intellect.


Chorus 3:
Nor in opportunity.


Chorus 4:
In humanness?


Reader 2:
Now we are engaged in a great civil war . . .


Chorus 1:
Brother against brother—fighting.


Chorus 2:
Sons against sons—killing.


Chorus 3:
States against states—waring.


Reader 1:

testing whether this nation 


Reader 2:

or any nation . . . 


Chorus 4:
France,


Chorus 1:

England,


Chorus 2:

Sweden,


Chorus 3:

Germany,


Chorus 4:

or Holland.


Reader 1:

so conceived and so dedicated, 


Reader 2:

can long endure.  


Chorus 1:
We have endured 87 years now.


Chorus 3:
Is it worth the battle?


Chorus 4:
The killing?


Chorus 1:
Is it worth the ideals of one nation


Chorus 3:

and of freedom for all?


Reader 2:
We are met on a great battlefield of that war. 


Chorus 4:
But this is not the only battlefield.


Chorus 1:
What of Chickamauga?


Chorus 2:
Andersonville?


Chorus 3:
Appomattox?


Chorus 4:
Atlanta?


Chorus 1:
Chattanooga?


Chorus 2:
Lookout Mountain?


Chorus 3:
Manassah’s Junction?


Chorus 4:
Richmond?


Chorus 1:
Shiloh?


Chorus 2:
Vicksburg?


Reader 1:
We have come to dedicate a portion of this field, 


Reader 2:

as a final resting place for those 


Reader 1:

who here gave their lives 


Reader 2:

so that nation might live.  


Chorus 3:
Life can come out of death?


Chorus 4:
Freedom from tyranny?


Reader 1:
It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.  


Chorus 1:
Only as we honor the dead,


Chorus 2:

only as we take time for the dead,


Chorus 3:

can we understand life and the birth of a nation.


Reader 2:
But—


Reader 1:
In a larger sense, 


Reader 2:

we can not dedicate,


Reader 1:

we can not consecrate,


Reader 2:

we cannot hallow this ground.  


Chorus 4:
Words don't dedicate.


Chorus 1:
Words don't consecrate.


Chorus 2:
Words don't hallow.


Reader 2:
But rather


Reader 1:

the brave men, living and dead, 


Reader 2:

who struggled here, have consecrated it,


Reader 1:

far above our poor power to add or detract.  


Reader 2:
The world will little note,


Reader 1:

nor long remember what we say here, 


Reader 2:

but it can never forget what they did here. 


Chorus 3:
The world has not forgotten what was said! 


Chorus 4:
The world will always note what was done!


Reader 1:
It is for us the living, 


Reader 2:

rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work


Reader 1:

which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.  


Reader 2:
It is rather for us to be here dedicated 


Reader 1:

to the great task remaining before us.  


Chorus 1:
We have an unfinished work,


Chorus 2:
 
which will give freedom for all.


Chorus 3:
A nation must be built in which 


Chorus 4:

judgement is made by character


Chorus 3:

and not by the color of skin.


Reader 2:
From these honored dead


Reader 1:

we take increased devotion to that cause 


Reader 2:

for which they gave the last full measure of devotion.


Reader 1:
We here highly resolve 


Reader 2:

that these dead shall not have died in vain,


Reader 1:

that this nation . . .


Chorus 1:
Under God!


Reader 2:

shall have a new birth of freedom.


Reader 1:
They shall have a government—


Reader 2:
Of the people—


Chorus 2:
The Smiths,


Chorus 3:

the Schaffers,


Chorus 4:

and now the . . . 


Chorus 3:

Rothenbergs,


Chorus 1:

Faruds,


Chorus 2:

Bodenskis.


Reader 1:
By the people—


Chorus 4:
The Cutshalls,


Chorus 1:

the Johnsons,


Chorus 4:

and now the . . .


Chorus 3:

Wongs,


Chorus 2:

Bandiolas,


Chorus 1:

Gonzales.


Reader 2:
For the people . . .


Chorus 2:
The Swinsons,


Chorus 3:

the Borgs


Chorus 4:

and now the . . . 


Chorus 2:

Gasparines,


Chorus 3:

Singhs.


Reader 1 & 2:
The government for all of these people 


Reader 2:

shall not perish, 

All:

shall not perish from the earth.
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