Great Sayings of Buddha

adapted for Readers Theatre

Reader 1:   One had better refrain

Everyone:   from sexual misconduct.

Reader 2:   If you can escape disease, 

Everyone:   by all means do so.

Reader 3:   A generous heart is good 

Everyone:   for the right sort of people.

Reader 4:   Be greatly aware 

Everyone:   of the present.

Reader 3:   A good path is free 

Everyone:   from torture and groaning and suffering.

Reader 1:   One should refrain 

Everyone:   from intoxicating drinks and drugs.

Reader 2:   Conquer a liar 

Everyone:   with truth.

Reader 4:   He who envies others does not obtain full peace 

Everyone:   of mind.

Reader 3:   One had better refrain 

Everyone:   from incorrect speech.

Reader 2:   The words we utter should be chosen with care, 

Everyone:   for people will hear them and be influenced 

Reader 1:   by them for good or ill.

Everyone:   Let us rise up 

Reader 1:   and be thankful, 

Reader 2:   for if we didn't learn a lot today,

Everyone:    at least we learned a little, 

Reader 4:   and if we didn't learn a little, 

Reader 2:   at least we didn't get sick, 

Reader 1:   and if we got sick, 

Everyone:   at least we didn't die; 

Reader 1:   so, let us all be thankful.

Reader 4:   Believe nothing, 

Reader 2:   no matter where you read it, 

Everyone:   or who said it, 

Reader 2:   no matter if I have said it, 

Everyone:   unless it agrees 

Reader 3:   with your own reason 

Reader 2:   and 

Everyone:   with your own common sense.

