Prime Numbers

by Jessica Shyu

adapted for Readers Theatre

6 Readers: Teacher, Group 1,2,3,4, All

Teacher:   OK kids here we go, it is time for math . . . 

Group 1:   Where are we going?

Teacher:   We are going to learn about prime number!

Group 4:   Huh?

Teacher:   Prime numbers.

All:   Huh?

Teacher:   Prime numbers!

Group 3:   What about these primes?

All:    Prime beef.

Group 2:   Yea let’s have a MacBeef Burger!

Group 1:   We can do a number on that one.

Group 3:   That is more fun than a math class.

Group 4:   Here is another prime . . .

All:   Prime time.

Group 1:   Watching a little TV

Group 4:   instead of math homework! 

Group 3:   What about Prime ribs.

Group 1:   We can do a number on that one.

Group 2:   Now we are talking.

All:   Prime rates.

Teacher:   Now kids that is math!!

Group 3:   What about Prime outlets?

Group 2:   Shopping is my thing.

Teacher:   Discounts, two for one, twenty % off . . . that is math.

All:   Hey, let’s go with Prime Ministers!

Group 4:   Yes a field trip to Canada.

Group 1:   Let’s go with Prime recognition then.

Teacher:   All right I will give you prime recognition if you know what a prime number is.

Group 3:   Back to Prime numbers then?

Teacher:   Prime numbers!

All:   Is that all there is to life.

Teacher:   No, but it has a lot to do with math and life.

Group 2:   Huh?

Teacher:   Prime numbers are anti-social.

Group 1:   Huh?

Group 4:   Anti-social?

Teacher:   Do you know what anti-social means?"

Group 1:   Let’s see there is

Group 2:   anti-aircraft

Group 3:   anti-drug

Group 4:   anti-spam

Group 1:   anti-discrimination

Group 2:   anti-virus

Group 3:   anti-slavery

Group 4:   anti-war

Group 1:   How about this one?

Group 4:   Anti-math.

Teacher:   Hold it, hold it.

Group 2:   Ok, Ok.

Group 1:   I guess we did get carried away!

Teacher:   Do you know what anti-social means?

Group 4:   I think so.

Group 2:   People who don't like to hang out with others.

Teacher:   That’s right.

All:   Or . . . 

Group 4:   A person who sits away from everyone,

Group 1:   stays at home everyday,

Group 3:   they don't want to be there.

Group 2:   Don't want to see anyone except themselves

Group 4:   refusing to go out.

Teacher:   Yea you guys have the idea.

Group 1:   But what is the anti-social math connection?

Teacher:   Prime numbers are anti-social. 

Group 4:   How is that?

Teacher:   They only chill with themselves and the number one. 

All: Oohs and aahs.

Group 1:   For example?

Teacher:   Thirteen.

Group 3:   How is that?

Teacher:   It can be divided only by one and thirteen.

Group 2:   What about fifteen?

Teacher:    Nope, Can be divided by one, three, five, and itself.

Group 4:   What is it called?

Teacher:   A composite number.

All:   Hummm.

Teacher:   Composite numbers like to hang out with themselves and but also with lots of other numbers.

Group 1: Give us a definition in math terms.

Teacher: A composite number is a positive integer that has a positive divisor other than one or itself.

Group 3:   Now in plain English.

Teacher:   Any positive number that can be divided by another positive number in addition to one and itself.

Group 2:   Hummm . . . Give us some more examples . . . 

Group 3:   of both prime numbers and composite number.

All: Pleeeezzzz.
